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SU to target
Ahern's seat
By Aisling Casey
DIT students will
be
knocking
on
doors
throughout the constituency
of An Taoiseach Bertie Ahern
during the forthcoming
general election campaign.
With an election due to be
held by May of next year, the
Union of Students in Ireland
(USI) has identified the
Spring as a crucial time to
raise local awareness of its
campaign for education
issues, which DITSU will
• ndertake in the Dublin
Central constituency.
USI has called on DIT
tudent to canvass voters in
Dublin Central to enhance
local awareness of the
problems
facing
those
stUdying in their area.
The constituency is also
the political base of Fine
Gael's Deputy Leader, Jim
Mitchell.
Securing a Dail seat in this
constituency is likely to
prove a more difficult test
than the 1996 election as it
has lost a seat (reduced from
five to four) following a
redrawing of the city's voting
boundaries. With Dublin
Central identified as a
marginal constituency where
the battle for the final seat is
likely to be clo ely fought,
StUdent groups are to be
established by DITSU to
as
local residents.
feaking at December's

Students to
hit streets
for election
meeting of OITSU Council,
Kevin Street SU President
Des
Alvey
informed
councillors that students will
be asked to discuss issues
such as the grant, facilities
and
the
pending
Grangegorman
approval
during the campaign. Voters
will be asked by lobbying
students to sign a pledge,
promising to raise issues
concerning DIT and other

DITSU Kevin Street
President Des Alvey. who
announced the Union's
plans to lobby Dublin
Central constituents
during the general
election campaign

education
matters
with
candidates when they arrive
at their doorsteps.
"Over the last few years
students have gone out and
marched on Government
Buildings, and these protests
have not made the impact
that was desired," said Alvey.
He urged councillors at the
Cathal Brugha Street meeting
to embrace USI's new
campaign, encouraging as
many DIT students as
possible to become actively
involved.
In conjunction with the
new
strategy,
USI
is
encouraging students to use
their vote in an attempt to
maintain the momentum of
it recent campaigns. At
present, 135,000 third level
students in the Republic are
represented by USI and its
President believes a large
turnout from students next
summer would make a
significant impact on the
formation of the next
Government.
"Successive governments
have failed Ireland's students
and a general election i the
best time for students to have
their issues addressed," said
Richard Hammond. "Unity is
vital, and everybody needs to
be on board and willing to
participate. Our message is
very simple, be heard,
register and vote," he added.
See editorial on page 5

Goldsmith rejects PAC comments
By Aoife Stokes
DIT President Dr Brendan
Goldsmith has described
Criticism made by the Dail
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) in relation to a Labour
Relations
Commission
",RC) report on industrial
relations strife in the Institute
as outrageous and unfair.
In an interview with the
IT
Independent.
Dr
mith said the findings
the
PAC
"were
OUtrageous." He added that
lhe internal problems, which
had been identified by the
lAC,
were
the
sole

-

of
one
responsibility
in
individual
engaging
criminal activities. adding
"we may not have had the
evidence to prove it in a court
of law but we stopped him
and he resigned from OIT."
Dr Goldsmith said that the
comments made by PAC
when the LRC report was
bought before the committee
in May were "very unfair" to
those responsible for the
financial affairs of the
Institute. He described DIT's
financial systems as "one of
the tightest I know."
As previously reported in
this paper, OIT has appointed

a Human Resources Director
who is due to take up the post
this month, in the light of the
LRC's report. The report
highlighted a range of
inadequacies
in
the
management of DIT.
The LRC report outlined
several
questionable
practices in the running of the
college. These practices.
which were uncovered during
audit conducted in 1998
included the purchase of a
rare piano worth £85,500,
which was not used for three
years.
See inten'iew with Dr
Brendan Goldsmith on page 4

Shorthand lecturer honoured
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Free student lI1edical
cards on the cards?
··· The Overall
·· View
·....•.•.•................

Hello all. As the 1st term
draws to a close and the
festive season edges nearer
and nearer a lot of you will
have exams to sit or
deadlines to meet. I'd like
to take this opportunity to
wish you all the best of luck
and to offer to you, any
help that the Students
Union can provide. For a lot
of people it can be a
stressful time, so if you do
need any help at all please,
call into your Students
Union offices.
To help you recover once
you've left the exams and
assignments behind, we at
the S.U have organised a
few nights out for you all.
On Monday the 17th,
Cathal Brugha St. & Kevin
St. are holding their Ball in
Coyote, Tuesday 18th,
Mountjoy Square & Aungier
St. present "Fire and Ice", in
Fireworks, and on
Wednesday the 19th,
Bolton St. and Rathmines
go to the Ambassador on
O'Connell St.
While we're on the topic
of entertainment, RAG
(Raising And Giving) WEEK
will be the 11th - 14th of
February. For those of you
who don't know, the
primary goal of RAG Week
is to raise as much money as
possible for charity. This
year the 5RA of each site
will choose their own
charity for the week's
proceeds. However all
money raised from the
DITSU Ball, will go towards
the Special Olympics.
Ireland has the honour of
hosting the Special
Olympics World Games in
2003 and DITSU believe that
this is a very worthwhile
cause, which depends
heavily on the support of
generous sponsors. Watch
this space for more
information on both the
DITSU Ball and the Special
Olympics.
Class Rep training took
place over the month of
November. For the first time
we held the training in
each individual site rather
than as one overall DITSU
event. This method proved
to be very successful and
the class reps certainly
benefited a great deal. I'd
like to thank my colleagues
in each of the sites for the
work they put into the
training, it wouldn't have
been the success it was
without them.
The fight for
Grangegorman continues
and still we are left waiting
for a decision. However the
light at the end of the
tunnel does seem to be
getting brighter and
hopefUlly we'll have an
answer very soon.
That's all for now, if you
have any queries don't
hesitate to call into the
offices, we'll do our best to
answer them for you. So
whether it's Coyote,
Fireworks or the
Ambassador, I hope you all
enjoy yourselves immensely.
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

MII'lIuerite Fitzpatrick

THE Union of Students in
Ireland (USI) has called on
the Government to reduce the
age
for
independent
assessment for entitlement to
a medical card from 23 to 18
years, as part of its preBudget submission.
The automatic entitlement
of all third level students to a
medical card was revoked in
1983, due to healthcare
spending cutbacks. Since
then access by third level
students
to
primary
healthcare services has been
provided via the regular GP
system.
"At the moment, a student
can be married with children
and still assessed for a
medical card on the income
of their parents," said USI
President Richard Hammond.

"We are not asking for a
universal entitlement of all
students to a medical card by
virtue of them just being
students, but rather on the
basis of them being adults of
very low income."
USI estimates that the cost
of securing a medical card for
students not entitled to one
would result in an increase of
one per cent in annual general
medical service expenditure.
USI's Welfare Officer, JP
Swaine, said the primary
barrier to students effectively
responding to their health
care needs is finance. With
the average cost of a GP visit
at £30 nationwide, and 60 per
cent of students receiving no
financial maintenance from
the state, the problem is all
the more apparent, he said.

A recent MORIIMRC
survey found that almost one
in five students did not see
their doctor during illness for
financial reasons. "Any
doctor will confirm that
neglect of minor medical
difficulties eventually leads
to more severe medical
problems," added Swaine.
"When students graduate at
present, they continue to
bring their experience of
healthcare neglect with them
into their working life. If a
positive attitude towards
personal healthcare was
repeatedly
engendered
among young people, in time
the general health of the
working population will
continue to increase," he said.
A
student's
current
eligibility for a medical card

depends on their individual
circumstances.
A full-time student aged
16-25 who is financially
dependent on hislher parents
will only be entitled to a
medical card if his or her
parents hold a medical card.
A student who is financially
independent of his or her
parents and who satisfies a
means test may be entitled to
a medical card. A student in
receipt
of
Disability
Allowance will generally be
entitled to a medical card.
Students who qualify for a
medical card are given a list
of doctors and a doctor's
acceptance form. The chosen
doctor then signs the
acceptance form, which is
returned to the health board,
and the medical card will

display the doctor's name.
The doctor must generally
have his or her practice
within seven miles of where
the student lives, and must
agree to accept the new
patient.
- Campus.ie
*DITSU
President
Marguerite Fitzpatrick fully
supports USI's drive on
increasing the medical card's
availability to students writes
Dermot Keyes.
"It doesn't look like it's
going to happen due to the
Government's new health
plan," she said.
"But JP Swaine is going to
make it a major campaign
issue after Christmas and
DITSU fully supports USI on
this matter."

Shorthand lecturer
honoured on retirement
By Dermot Keyes
FAMILY, friends and colleagues
gathered to honour shorthand lecturer
Mairead Doyle upon her retirement
from DIT after almost 30 years of
service to the Rathmines School of
Journalism.
Speaking at the reception, which
was held on November 16, DIT
Aungier Street director Paul
Q'Sullivan said that Ms Doyle should
"consider this a kind of bon voyage,"
rather than a retirement and that she is
now "synonymous with the evolution
of journalism and its education." He
added that she has left "a wonderful
legacy" to DIT and the former
College of Commerce in Rathmines,
where she taught journalism students
with "a gentle touch." Mr 0' Sullivan
said that Ms Doyle "implemented the
highest professional standards and to
attain 100 words a minute in Gregg
shorthand was a must, and 120 for
anyone who wished for a smile in
favour."
Mairead Doyle has put some of the
country's top journalists through their
paces; Tommy Gorman, OrIa Guerin,
Des Cabill, Helen Rogers, Eoghan

Corry and Carl O'Brien to name but a
few. "Miss Doyle, you are an
institution and you carry all our best
wishes for the many years of happy
and healthy retirement that lie ahead,"
concluded Mr Q'Sullivan.
Speaking emotionally following
the several tributes that were made to
her, Ms Doyle thanked all that had
spoken and attended the reception.
"All I can say is thank you all very
much," she said. "It's very hard for me
to say goodbye. I enjoyed teaching
with you all through the years. I
believe and I will always believe that
shorthand is very important for
journalists and I am delighted to see
some of my best ever students here
today." The lucky three listed by
Mairead Doyle were Helen Rogers,
Eoghan Corry and Eoghan Rice, the
latter given ~ honour of being her
best ever student. "They couldn't get
anyone to teach Gregg shorthand after
I retired, so I must be irreplaceable,"
she quipped to cries of great laughter
from the gathering. 11
She stressed that shorthand will
remain a vital component of a
journalist's armoury. "You can have

Mairead Ooyle (left) speaking to 011 Independent Editor Oermot
Keyes and lecturer Jane Widdes at a recent reception at Aungier
Street held in honour of her retirement.

technology and tape recorders and all
the other stuff, but they can let you
down. You do not have this problem if
you are proficient in shorthand. A
journalist
will
always
need
shorthand."
Room three in Rathmines and in
later years, Room B316 in Aungier
Street were known to her students as
'Mairead's room.' Many a debate, be it
a chinwag about her beloved Meath,

those journalism students who had
gone onto greatness as well as her
multitude of trips to Rome in
pilgrimage were discussed with great
humour for many an hour. She is a
woman who has left an indelible mark
on the lives of virtually all she has
taught. A happy retirement and a good
rest away from the "regailers" of
college has been truly earned and is
well deserved.

USI slam Minister·s failure to honour promises
By Aisling Casey
EDUCATION Minister Dr
Michael Woods has been
criticised by USI for his delay
in
implementing
two
recommendations
his
Department had promised to
execute over a year ago.
Last year, Dr Woods
outlined his strategy on
student grants and to date the
issue has remains untouched
by the Minister. After
continual lobbying by USI to
increase student grants, the
Minister agreed to set up a
Special Project Team to
discuss the issue.
According to the Minister,
this team would then carry
out "a comprehensive review
of every aspect of the
maintenance grant, and other
student supports, to ensure

their relevance to the needs of
present day third level
students." He also announced
that the project team would
then in turn report to the
Minister by the end of March
2001.
USI President Richard
Hammond condemned the
Ministers for over stepping
the mark in relation to the
March deadline. "Yet again
the Minister has failed to
meet deadlines he set
himself," he said. "Many
students are now forced to
drop out of third level
of
education
because
financial problems, yet Mr
Woods can't even follow
through on his own policies."
Hammond continued stating
that "the current situation is
nothing short of disgraceful".
At the moment only 39% of

students are in receipt of
grants. In comparison with
inflation in recent years, the
figure
is
insufficient
according to Hammond. "Not
only is the figure woefully
inadequate, but its value has
actually eroded in recent
years due to inflation," he
added. "A quick glance at
non-competition rates among
third level students should
make the Minister hang his
head in shame."
According to USI, the
establishment of th Special
Project Team is not the only
recommendation the Minister
has failed to implement. Last
May, Dr Woods promised to
implement an Action Group
on Access to Third Level
Education. In the report, it
was proposed that a single
co-ordinating body was

necessary to realise a national
access framework. The
National Office for Equity of
Access to Higher Education,
as named by the Minister,
was to be put into action
within
a
three-month
deadline. However, proposals
for its implementation have
yet to be published.
It was proposed that the
Higher Education Authority
would draw up the policies
and
oversee
its
implementation
of
the
National programme in close
liaison with the Department
of Education and Science and
stakeholders.
USI's
Education Officer Colm
Jordan, believes "the gates to
colleges are firmly closed to
certain groups. The Action
Group on Access to Third
Level Education was set up

last September to develop a
co-ordinated framework to
promote access by mature
and disadvantaged students
and students with disabilities
to third levels".
He added, "This delay
makes a mockery of Ireland's
traditional title of the 'Island
of Saints and Scholars'. The
economy has flourished for
the last five years, and there
is widespread agreement that
increasing participation rates
at third level has been central
to this success." Jordan
criticised the Government for
its failure to realise that many
segments of society are still
significantly
under
represented. "This failure to
implement
a
key
recommendation of the
Group only propagates this
cycle," he said.
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BRENDAN GOLDSMITH,

DIT

PRESIDENT

Dr Brendan Goldsmith became the President of
DIT in 1993 to serve a ten-year term. Eight years
on, Aoife Stokes spoke to him about his
achievements as president and about the current
issues facing DIT
Aoife Stokes: How
challenging or not have
you found the presidency
of the state's largest third
level institution to date?
Brendan Goldsmith: I've
found it exciting,
challenging, certainly very
rewarding but it has been a
lot of hard work.
AS: How difficult is it to
co-ordinate the six
campuses of DIT under the
one umbrella?
BG: It's a hard task to
bring previously independent
colleges together, to bring
different cultures together.
They all have their own
strengths but they want
others to change to suit
them, not to be the ones to
have to make changes. Prior
to 1993, there was a loose

federal arrangement with a
co-ordinated non-executive
body, this is now executive.
AS: What gain do you
believe university status
would bring to the college?
BG: I have said all along
that there are two
dimensions to this. Firstly,
the question of autonomy in
the university situation, you
can do things that are
needed, make the changes
required. Whereas If I need
two technicians instead of
one lecturer, I need to get
permission from the
Department of Education
despite the fact that it doesn't
cost any more money. There
is also a status issue
involved.The DIT needs a
full degree of autonomy.
The Higher Education
Authority (HEA) is

becoming responsible for
DIT and other institutes.
University Status is possible
in the future for DIT. The
Nally report gave a number
of measures over three to
five years for DIT and that
time is nearly up. If we're
ready to go we'll initiate the
process for a reapplication
for university status. The
ambition hasn't changed.
DIT is not asking to become
a traditional university, that's
not what we're about.
We're more about say a
university of technology in
the European sense of the
term.
AS: Do you think that
there is any way in which
the power structure of DIT
could be de-politicised?
BG: The Human
Resources Director will be

Wishing all
our customers
a very
Merry
Christmas
www.buseireann.ie

email: info@buseireann.ie

011 President Or Brendan Goldsmith, pictured in his Pembroke Street office.
Photo: Janice Gaffey

taking up post in the college
in December which will help
things but DIT is undergoing
one of the largest
changeover management
processes ever in higher
education. All organisations
are political; we're in the
process of massive change.
AS: What about the
findings of the Public
Accounts Committee
(PAC).
BG: The comments of the
PAC were outrageous. DIT's
financial systems are the
tightest I know. There was
one individual engaging in
criminal activities. We may
not have been in a position
to prove so in a court of law
but we stopped him and he
resigned. It was very unfair
to our financial people.
AS: Do you see any
solution to the massive
drop out rate in DIT?
BG: The drop out rate
varies from faculty to .faculty
but it's not something unique
to DIT. We've been bringing
in different people but it's a
long, slow process and at the
end of the day most third
level institutions have the
same problem. Irish
students tend to be very
young coming into higher
education and the CAO

"The comments
of the Public
Accounts
Committee
were
outrageous.
DIT's financial
systems are the
tightest I
know. "

system is very rigid so if you
make the wrong choice you
have little choice but to drop
out an reapply.

AS: At the sta~t of your
presidency, what did you
hope to achieve during
your term?

AS: Are you aware of the
issue at the Portland Row
campus?

BG: In broad terms, one
of my objectives was to get
DIT up to the stage where it
could award it's own PHDs.
Secondly I wanted to get a
campus worthy of an
institution like DIT.I feel I
have succeeded totally in the
flfst. If Grangegorman were
to come into effect, I would
have achieved in my two
primary objectives. But
more than that I wanted to
incorporate research into the
activities of DIT. There is
still a long way to go on the
research front. Education
has changed and we live in a
much more knowledge based
society. DIT needs not
necessarily be research led
but to be research informed.

BG: Certainly, it's a major
problem but it's a landlord
problem and not ours. It's
not a very satisfactory
location but this is typical of
the problems DIT has.
There are no other suitable
locations, we don't' put
students there just because
we're being bloody minded
about it.
Just any office
environment wouldn't be
suitable for Art and Design
studies, it needs to be a
suitable environment.
Certainly we'll do our best to
improve the situation.
We're not putting people in
an unsafe or unhealthy
environment.
Basically the whole
buildings situation depends
on Grangegorman. The
whole future will depend on
Grangegorman, it will be a
critical factor in deciding
what we do.
Certainly we expect some
movement on the
Grangegorman issue before
the end of the year.

AS: What plans do you
have when you fmish up
your presidency?
BG: I have managed over
the last eight years to stay
involved in mathematics,
two PHD students graduated
this year under me. I am
also still publishing research
papers, not as much as
before. So at heart I'm still a
mathematician.
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The politicians must listen
The Union's voter registration campaign has been slowly
gathering momentum in the countdown to the general
election. This month's sitting of DITSU Council alerted
councillors to their union's role in the forthcoming
campaign, which will target constituents in Dublin Central;
future home to DIT's proposed campus in Grangegorman.
Dublin Central is, of course, our Taoiseach's constituency as
well as that of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, which
makes it all the more interesting. Mr Ahern, pleasant letters
and all, has kept the campus issue on the long finger. There
is no avoiding the Government's fudging on Grangegorman.
What is established is that DIT will not occupy the full area
of the site, as the Eastern Regional Health Authority is likely
to dig its heels in as it currently occupies buildings in the
site. Mr Ahern has yet to afford effective attention to what
is the biggest single issue facing the biggest third level
institute in the country. Why? Obviously not wishing to
upset the ERHA, which falls under the authority of Health
Minister and potential future leadership challenger Micheal
Martin, Mr Ahern has written cordial letters to DITSU where
he has spoken of acting on the issue but as of yet has failed
to do so. His inaction has not been seized on by an
opposition which must rank amongst the most inept in the
history of the state, which is where another Dublin Central
TO has not been up to scratch.
Despite all the shortcomings of this Fianna Fail-led
Government (the continuing Tribunal controversies, the
Jamie Sinnott case, the Eircom shares fiasco, etc), Fine Gael
has failed to make political gain on any of these issues and
has given little or any attention to the Grangegorman issue.
Considering how well Deputy Jim Mitchell lead the Public
Accounts Committee's DIRT investigation, it is surprising that
he has not sought to champion the cause of DIT students in
his constituency. One of the reasons he may not have could
well be linked to the low numbers of potential voters in the
area that attend DIT. And lest we forget, the constituencies
of Dublin South Central and Dublin South East, in which DIT
sites are also located, with the latter the political home of
Labour leader Ruairi Quinn, have not produced a plethora
of supporting noises for our students.
It is a unique situation in third level Ireland and the Irish
political landscape that three of the country's most
Influential politicians, namely Mr Ahern, Mr Mitchell and Mr
Quinn, are all based within walking distances of the
respective DIT's in their areas. Yet, since the last election,
how often have the three addressed non-suit and tie
occasions in the Institute and spoken to the students, the
people that really matter?
Will the Grangegorman report gather dust in a Merrion
Square drawer, especially with an election approaching?
T~ough one would wish to be positive and hope that action
Will be taken on the matter, it would not be the biggest
surprise of 2002 to see the plans for 'Campus DIT' once more
put on the back burner.
After all, what potential party of the next government,
of the above mentioned, will wish to get their
fingers mired in an issue which is of paramount concern to a
group that has no major effect on the voting pattern in the
capital's constituencies? Which is why it is imperative that
both DITSU and USI make an impact, be that through a high
profile campaign, the media, knocking on doors, etc, on
those who can vote in these areas. T
~amely any

. his will take patience and persistence, but if this campaign
to be taken seriously and if Richard Hammond transpires
to be in a position that requires a re-iterating of the
strength of his USI Presidency, then surely that time is now.
Doors will need to be knocked, perhaps more than once,
and consciences will need to be pricked in the relevant
constituencies of the capital, if DIT's plight is to be taken
seriously within the chambers of Leinster House.
IS
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fu
ers Science
Week cause

DIT Independent
THE issue of student voting is a matter close to this paper
and recent developments at USI and DITSU are to be
welcomed.

DlT Independent 0

By Aisling Casey
DESPITE the distraction of
the World Cup play-off in
Tehran on November 15th,
aspiring young scientists
attended DIT Exploring
Chemistry, as part of Ireland's
annual Science Week.
DIT lecturer Dr John Fox,
presented a lecture entitled
'Science of Crime' to a
packed audience of second
level students. This lecture
was part of the RSC Republic
of Ireland Science week
programme, which included
an interactive demonstration
lecture entitled 'The Magic in
Chemistry' presented by
Randal Henly and John Daly
in DIT Kevin Street.
Dr Fox gave an illustrated
lecture on the applications of
chemi try in the detection of
crime. He discussed the
detection and analysis of
various drugs such as
cannabis, heroin and LSD.
He also explained how car
paints are examined and
traced
in
road
traffic
accidents. As a former Garda
now working in the forensic
laboratory, Dr Fox is no
stranger to detecting trace
evidence. He showed the
group how trace evidence is
removed from the crime
scene and subsequently
examined and analysed. He
spoke also about the judicial
process and the role of the
expert witness in a criminal
case.
The lecture was designed
to
appeal
to
Leaving
Certificate students with an
interest in forensic analysis.
This lecture was highly

The assembly of second level students who attended
Or John Fox's lecture on science and crime in DIT Kevin
Street recently.

~--------

One of the several exhibitions that were held in DIT
Kevin Street during this year's Science Week.

important to DIT because Dr
Fox is currently developing a
four-year degree in Forensic
and Environmental Analysi,
which should be on offer in
2002. Dr Patricia Ennis of the
DIT School of Chemistry
DIT, said, "we had over 2000
school kids who wanted to
attend these events." She
added, "I maintain that
chemistry is a life skill. This

is true of science in general."
The idea behind the events
wa to promote a positive
image of chemistry and
highlight the important role it
plays in our lives.
Several events took place
throughout
colleges
in
Ireland. In Waterford, Dr Rob
Janes
entertained
his
audience with 'Hot Air' while
in Cork, an audience was

College improves its e-knowledge
By Aisling Casey
IN AN effort to create awareness of the
development of a Institute-wide elearning strategy, DIT held a seminar on
the topic last month.
The conference was held in the Hilton
Hotel to encourage DIT staff to get
involved in the new project.
The aim of the e-learning strategy is to
build competencies and capabilities
throughout the extended enterprise of
employees in DIT. E-learning is an
Internet based strategy, which provides a
range of online education. Companies
worldwide are providing products
ranging from online masters degrees to
technical certification for programmers
and other information technology
workers. However, it has expanded
beyond its traditional IT training to new
markets, such as business and
interpersonal skills. It is also aimed at
specialist vertical markets like health
care.
It has since caught the eye of DIT and
through the use of state of the art
technology the project will support
learning both on campus and at a
distance. As e-Iearning has become one
of the fastest growing sectors of
education and training, it will help the
Institute maintain core competencies and
react quickly to competitive influences
and market needs, both in Ireland and
abroad.

With an expected growth of more than
100 per cent this year it is looks a
surefire winner. Given the current
economic downturn, e-Iearning is a great
advantage, as it is cost effective and
provides education at a cheaper rate than
traditional classroom training.
It is the impressive turnover on
investment that users of the strategy that
is fuelling its phenomenal growth. These
savings arise mainly from hidden cost of
time off the job, travel and subsistence
that can amount to three times the price
of classroom training,
Commenting on the e-leaming
strategy and its role in today's economy,
Dr Frank McMahon, Director of
Academic Affairs said, "DIT has the
potential for dual benefits, keeping the
Institute at the forefront of technology
and at the same time providing a
powerlUlmotivmorforshdf."
In conjunction with academic staff, a
Learning Technology Team, based in
Upper Mount Street, will develop the
strategy. The e-leaming industry
continues to develop and expand into
new markets, it has proven so far to be
reliable and a good investment in a
recession.
Experts in the field attended the
seminar to speak to interested parties.
These included Dr Michael J Murphy of
Ryerson University, Toronto and Richard
Francis, Head of the Media Workshop at
Oxford Brookes University.

treated to a colourful
'Chemical Magic' show.
(More details on Science
Week in Third Level Tales on
page 8) Science Week Ireland
is described by its organisers
as "a celebration of science,
technology and innovation."
It provides people of all ages
a chance to explore, discover,
experiment and invent their
way to a better understanding
of Irish innovation and its
relevance
to
Ireland's
economic prosperity through
lectures and event held
nation-wide. Speaking at the
launch of this year's Science
Week, Minister for Science
Technology and Commerce,
Mr Noel Treacy TD said,
"Our ational Development
Plan
provides
for
an
Investment of almost £2
billion in Science and
Technology,
including
infra tructure. research and
education.
"However, while Science
and Technology play key
roles in today's economy, our
young people are turning
away from science studies in
schools and colleges, We
therefore, need to continue to
build up our educational
infrastructure in science and
technology." He noted that
too often science is seen as
dull and boring, with no
indication of the thrill and
excitement of discovery. "I
believe Science Week Ireland
goes a long way in changing
people's
perception
of
science, through the many
wonderful challenging and
fun events that take place
throughout this country", he
said.

Open letter to DIT
students
Dear Reader
Some of you are, undoubtedly, well
aware of the challenges facing the DIT
Students Union in its present standing.
There is currently a comprehensive review
process underway, which we hope will
help steer this organisation in
overcoming all that stands in its path.
You may have read, in the previous
issue of this paper, a request for feedback
and ideas regarding your views towards
the running, structure and organisation
of the Students Union. If we had to, we
could think of a reason why students in
each DIT Faculty would have a reason to
submit an idea or proposal, e.g. most
obvious being Faculty of Business.
However, we have to report, that
following our last request, the total
amount of submissions was zero.
Apathy is nothing new in DIT. However,
was it being too optimistic to think we
would receive anything at all? Maybe no
submissions say more than 100 ever
could? Moreover, this review has started
and is presently deciding the future of
this organisation. I myself being a
student, represent the shareholders of
the company in this process- it would be
appreciated however if you could give us
a helping hand.
Again, all submissions, ideas &
proposals are still welcome and can be
sent to the above address, faxed to DITSU
at 01 4969745, emailed to
presidentOditsu.ie or to me directly at
u_cangetmeOhotmail.com.
Yours Sincerely
Jarlath Molloy, Chairperson DITSU
Constitutional Review Group
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FOCUS ON .... STUDENT PARE T

stu en
By Aisling Casey
LONE parent continue to
risk exclu ion from the
education sphere as long as
the system continues to fail
them, according to the Union
of Students in Ireland (USI).
In an effort to tackle the
existing problems for student
parents, USI has called on the
Government to end the
discrimination against lone
parents in third level
education. At present, the
allowance policy is designed
to act as an incentive for such
students to work a much as
pos ible, de pite their full
time parental responsibilities
and full time studies.If
students parents are to fully
participate in third level
education, the current climate
must be changed to facilitate
their needs.
To level the playing field
for entry to third level, USI
has proposed a Lone Parent
in Education Allowance for
2002. Speaking on the
discrimination of lone parent
students,
USI Deputy
President Ross O'Donoghue
said, "lone parenting is a
full-time job in itself. When
full-time study is added to the
equation, the workload is

arents feeling the pinch

even greater. Adding paid
employment to these is more
often than not a bridge too
far, with studies suffering due
to work commitments."
USI is keen to highlight
that the new allowance will
not be handout, but rather a
gesture to those who are
brave enough to pursue
academic courses while
raising children themselves.
USI has recommended that a
new means tested 'Parents in
education allowance' be
introduced for parents in
education. This allowance
would be et at £80 per week
over the 36-week academic
year. O'Donoghue added,
"USI ee it as imperative
that lone parents be given the
same opportunities as other
students.
At the moment student
parents are in receipt of Child
Benefit, while most parents
in education receive 'One
Parent Family Allowance'.
However, only 40% of
student parents are in receipt
of a maintenance grant.
When in receipt of OFPA, a
student parent can earn up to
£ 115 per week and still
qualify for full payment.
However, if one earns
between £115 to £230, they

USI Deputy President
Ross O'Donoghue said,
lone parenting is a
full-time job

USI Welfare Officer JP
Swaine said the request
was designed to facilitate
the social issues which
student parents face

are only entitled to a reduced
payment. The Government
saw this as an incentive for
student parents to work as
much as is possible while in
college. However the policy
as it stands fails student
parents because they can not
be expected,to work while in
full time study and with full
time parental responsibilities.
USI Welfare Officer JP
Swaine said that the request
has been designed to
facilitate the social issues
which student parents face
daily. "At present it is a
wonder how student parents

survive college life at all," he
said. Speaking on the
effectiveness of the current
policy on lone parents in
education or lack of it,
Swaine added, "the policy
only acts as an incentive for
parents in one parent families
to work as much as possible.
It fails student parents
because
they
cannot
reasonably be expected to
work while in full time study
and with full time parental
responsi bil ities. "
DIT student Caoimhe Lane
has an eight-month-old baby
boy, Joe. "At first I was

daunted by the prospect of
sorting out all my financial
benefits as the whole process
seemed very complicated,"
she said. And like many other
student parents, Caoimhe met
many difficulties along the
way. "Firstly, I contacted the
Corporation to find out
whether I would be entitled to
a grant or not," she said. "I
was faced with a brick wall
here as I was informed that
you cannot get a grant midway through a college course
if you had not been entitled to
it from the start of the
beginning. I found this very
frustrating, as it is a bit unfair
that the corporation does not
take change of circumstances
into account."
As a student, Caoimhe
receives
Single
Parent
Allowance
from
the
Department
of Family,
Community and Family
Affairs. "In my opinion this
payment is adequate as I live
at home with my parents who
are still willingly to support
me if I am in extreme
financial difficulty. It may
however not be enough for a
student who is faced with all
the costs of being totally
independent and has to cover
childcare costs on top of all

that", she added.
The provision of childcare
has now become a national
issue. DlT provides £260 a
month to students for
childcare facilities, as a
campus creche does not exist.
However this gratuitous
subsidy does not cover the
total cost. "I believe that the
Government should look into
ubsiding childcare costs
rather than increasing the
Single Parent Allowance.
This would allow single
mothers to get work thus
supplementing the Single
Parent
Allowance
themselves", said Caoimhe.
The maximum benefits a
parent in education can
receive at the moment are an
e timated, £170. However,
this figure excludes those
who are not in receipt of a
maintenance grant. The £54 a
week maintenance grant does
not apply to 60% of student
parents. "With the current
policies the way they are, the
Government is actually
penalising
lone
parent
students, and this must end
immediately," concluded JP
Swaine.

Rathmines SU walks
the walk!
CONGRATULATIO S
to
Rathmines students who composed
the largest number of DITSU
students participating in the recent
Chernobyl 10 kilometre walk.
Several of the students are
members of the Social Care Society,
which was launched in conjunction
with the walk, on Thursday October
15. Some members raised over £100,
and the Society also held a rame on
its launch night, which was held in
the Madison Bar, Rathmines and
raised over £200. All students in
attendance agreed that it was a very

enjoyable evening and a worthwhile
cause and were more than happy to
see their faces pictured in the
national press. "This is just the first
of a number of charitable events that
the society plans to be involved in
during the forthcoming year," said
Alan Bailey and Katie Savage of the
Social Care Society.
The committee would like to thank
all its members and fellow DIT
Rathmines students for getting
involved. Next month's issue will
carry the final total raised by DIT's
students for the Chernobyl Walk.

Rathmines students who composed the largest number of DITSU students participating in the
recent Chernobyl10 kilometre walk

DIY lecturer wins radio award
By Natasha Reid
DIT media lecturer Pat
Hannon was among the
prizewinners at the first
annual
Phonographic
Performance Ireland (PPI)
Radio Awards. Hannon
scooped first prize in the
'Community Focus' category
at the ceremony, which was
held in Ballsbridge last
month.
The awards honour writers,
reporters, technicians and
presenters throughout the
country, and the 'Community
Focus' category recognises a
programme,
series
or
campaign, made to positively
and practically effect the
lives of the listening public.

Pat Hannon: among
prizewinners at the first
annual Phonographic
Performance awards

This is where Hannon's work
excelled,
despite
stiff
competition. "The stuff I did
was up against a Joe Duffy
programme and a Marian

Finucane programme and I
had no idea it was going to
win," he told the DIT
Independent.
Hannon collaborated with
the National Safety Council
on the production of four
two-minute
mini
radio
documentaries, covering the
human side of road accidents.
This series, which was made
by Hannon's independent
radio production company,
'21st Century Vox', also won
an award earlier this year at
the Guinness Advertising
Awards.
Pat's research took him to
The National Rehabilitation
Centre and hospitals around
the country in search of

people who had been
involved in serious road
accidents, or who had lost
loved one to fatal crashes.
He had enough material to
make a documentary, but
"thought that something in
the middle of a drive time
commercial break would
effect a more practical and
positive change in people".
Each two-minute segment
featured a person telling a
real life story.
He was understandably
pleased with the outcome and
was profoundly affected by
the personal accounts he
heard. "Even after listening
to them umpteen times, I am
struck emotionally every

------

time,"
he said.
Until
undertaking this project, he
thought the phrase 'the pain
never goes away' was a
cliche, but this is no longer
the case. "The pain doesn't go
away for these people," said
Pat. "They're left completely
scarred. The ordinary punter
who reads about a crash in
the paper has no idea about
the tragedy left behind. It's
just another accident."
However, Hannon doesn't
view a crash caused by speed
or drink driving as an
accident. A person knows
when slhe is speeding or
drink driving, and despite the
campaign, 175 drunk drivers
are arrested every week.

"There has to be a culture of
change," Pat believes. "No
more one pint or two pints."
The radio enthusiast now
intends to produce a series on
organ transplants, while his
research in DIT continues.
When he's not lecturing
budding young broadcasters,
he busies himself with his
other responsibilities as
Executive Producer with East
Coast Radio, and as ViceChairperson of ...1ST - The
Independent Broadcasters'
Association.
Two
of
the
mml
documentaries can be beard
on the National Safety
Council'
website,
at
www.nsc.ie.
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Third level tales
Campus.ie takes the DIT Independent on a trip around Ireland's
colleges for a look at wOOts making inter-varsity news

~.campuS.iel

Search for loudest
child a roaring success
SLIGO'S Science Week was
a roaring success - and that's
official! As part of the
popular Science Fair of
lectures and demonstrations,
Dr. Margaret Savage, lecturer
in environmental science and
acoustic
consultant,
conducted a test to see who
was the loudest child in
Sligo.
The loudest child tested at
the top if his voice, clocked
up 106 decibels.
"That's like a truck passing
in the street," Dr Savage said.
The IO-year-old boy winner
remains anonymous but
many parents will have their
suspicions.
Girls
were
reported to be just as loud as
boys and 10 per cent of
children tested scored over
100 decibels.
A number of children
reached 105, one set of twins
each scored 103, and the
loudest of all was 106.
"That is only a momentary
peak, at the highest level of
their voices," said Dr Savage.
"They would not be as loud
as that all the time. The sound
level metre goes up to 140
but to go from 100 to 140
would be a huge jump.
"They
were
very
competitive and each one
wanted to be the loudest The

The rather splendid Ferrari Formula One car, which was one of the highlights of this
year's Science Week in Sligo.
kids really enjoyed it. They
were shouting at the top of
their voices. Some of then
would bring a sister or a
brother and say 'he or she is
the loudest in the family' and
the mother would be

Website reconnecting
old school friends
IF the memories of crazy
college nights out have
become mere blurs in your
mind, then maybe its time
to meet up with old school
and college friends, and
rekindle the memories.
Registrants
at
a
pioneering UK website can
sign up at www.friends
reunited.co.uk to their
schools and colleges with
their own profile, and can
then search their old
schools for other past
classmates
who
have
registered. Almost every
school and college in the
UK can be found in the
register, as well as some
Irish ones.It's ideal for
those of us trying to
organise a school reunion
but not sure how to contact
old pals, or even if you're

just curious as to what old
mates are doing.
The 'success stories'
section of the site tells of
those who mainly live
abroad, and who have since
exchanged
photographs
and rekindled childhood
memories on line. The
"memory board" section
sees
former
students
discuss issues as far ranging
as school during the war, to
ghosts in the bell tower, to
apologies
for
dating
boyfriends behind each
other's backs. The database
lists over 40,000 UK
Secondary and Primary
Schools, Colleges and
Universities. More than 2.5
Million
people
have
registered and this is
growing at over 20,000 a
day.

surprised when they didn't
score the highest. It was great
fun."
Science Week was a 'huge
success'
according
to
Margaret
O'Dwyer,
a
member of the Institute

committee that organised the
week. "We had our biggest
lecture theatre full to capacity
twice each night for lectures,
over 200 secondary students
attended master classes in
chemistry,
physics and

biology and kids loved
exploring the Ferrari Formula
1 car.
Over 2,000 attended the
Starlab Planetarium in the
Rockwood
Centre,
the
Exploris Aquarium staff said
it was their best attendance
anywhere and over 150
people made electronic
gadgets at the MadLab. It
was great, people really
enjoyed it," she said.
Science Week Ireland took
place from November 11 to
18, and saw college scientists
letting their hair down,
getting up to all sorts of
wacky tricks and experiments
to entertain and educate the
public on science concepts.
Five years since its inception,
Science Week continues to
play an important role in
fostering the enjoyment and
promotion of science and
technology in Ireland.
People of all ages are given
the opportunity to explore,
experiment and invent their
way to a better understanding
of Irish innovation.
Activities around the
colleges
varied
from
tinkering with robots, staring
at tarantulas, preventing
sports injuries to curing
hangovers.
(Ah, useful
advice! - Ed)

Trinity sets up centre
for Deaf Studies
THERE will be a 300 per
cent increase in the number
of homegrown sign language
interpreters in the next five
years,
thanks
to
the
establishment of the Centre
for Deaf Studies in Trinity
College Dublin.
There are currently fewer
than
20
professional
interpreters who serve a deaf
community of about 4,500 in
Ireland.
The fact that Sweden has a
similar deaf population in
number and yet has 350
professional
interpreters
highlights the severity of the
problem here.
Deaf students are the most
under-represented group of
disadvantaged
students

accessing
third
level
education in Ireland. A HEA
commissioned survey found
that there were only 34 deaf
students attending any form
of third level education in
this country in 1998/99.
"The new centre will offer
Deaf students an opportunity
to confidently experience
third level education using
ISL as their primary language
of communication in the
classroom," Lorraine Leeson,
Director of the Centre for
Deaf Studies said.
Funding has now been
provided to the Centre for
Deaf Studies through the
Higher Education Authority
for a five-year period.
Trinity College has had a

long history of co-operation
with the Irish Deaf Society.
In
1992 the College
participated in the EU funded
HORIZON programme and
made profes ional sign
language interpreter and tutor
training available in this
country for the first time.
The Centre runs two fulltime undergraduate Diploma
programmes: a Diploma in
ISL Teaching and a Diploma
in ISLlEnglish Interpreting.
Next year it will launch a
third undergraduate Diploma
programme in general Deaf
Studies. ISL is the primary
language of communication
at the Centre with English as
the second language.

Students
can attend

school
from
hospital

beds
CORK University Hospital
operates a virtual school
where sick children who
spend weeks in the
hospital can 'attend'
their normal classroom using a computer link
between the Cork
University Hospital and
the relevant school.
The student/patient
can interact with their
teacher and classmates
via the use of an ISDN
line or web
conferencing.
About 10 patients
participate daily on the
virtual classroom.
The two-way live link
between the child's class
and the hospital gives
full access to the daily
school routine and keeps
students up to to date.
They attend school for
the whole day, and the
hospital tries to
accommodate a fixed
programme.
"It's good for children
in hospital schools, as it
ensures they are not
socially deprived if they
are in hospital for a very
long time, " said scheme
co-ordinator Gobnait
Curran.
Using the Roam About
system, three secondary
schools within the Cork
city area are linked to
Cork University Hospital
- the central site of the
virtual classroom.
Although Cork
University Hospital is the
sole operator of the
scheme in Ireland,
Tallaght Hospital is
trying to implement a
similar model.
"The Cork project is
about to enter a
partnership with the
Spanish Interactive
Schools Project, who will
be visiting for Christmas,
when a live video link
will be established
between the two, "
added Ms Curran.
The initiative will also
allow them to visit and
develop links with other
schools and countries.
Future plans include
expanding the system to
include links to other
hospital schools around
the world.
The virtual classroom is
the result of a joint
effort between public
and private sectors: the
Southern Health Board
and Microsoft have
combined to provide
state-of-the-art facilities
for young patients,
including software,
video-conferencing, PCs,
laptops, scanners and
printers.
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e
t's hard to imagine a more
harrowing and terrifying
introduction to one's fIrst visit
to Ireland than Bloody
Sunday in Derry on January
30 1972. Peter Taylor, a young
English reporter, who had never
previously visited Ireland and did
not even know where Derry was
prior to his assigning, began work
for the BBC in Northern Ireland on
that tragic day.
"I was a typically ignorant Brit,"
he told journalism students at the
Anne
Maguire
Journalism
Conference, which was held at
Dublin Castle on November 22. "To
be honest, like most people in
Britain, I didn't really care too much
about it. I walked through the streets
of Derry with the pools of blood still
fresh on the ground. I began
knocking on doors in the Bogside to
try and fInd out what exactly had
gone on that day. And that's when I
met a retired soldier called Jack
Chapman, who provided me with a
vivid eyewitness account of what
had happened." Chapman told
Taylor that British paratroopers
appeared to have shot dead innocent
civilians and was adamant that there
had been no shots fIred from within
the crowd that day. "The SaviUe
Inquiry is all part of conflict
resolution," Taylor added.
"Tony Blair embarked on a
process through this inquiry that
may help bring about a final
solution to the conflict. That day has
always lingered with me; what
really happened that day has always
been something that I have tried to
establish both in my own mind and
as a journalist."
His work has provided some of
the most stunning and fascinating
accounts of the conflict in the
region, including a documentary
that marked the 20th anniversary of
the tragedy in Derry. "I interviewed
Derek Wilford, who had been in
service in Derry that day and he has
been haunted by the memory of
Bloody Sunday to this day. I also
interviewed a sergeant major, who
made an equally remarkable
admission, saying he was sorry for
what had happened.
This was the fIrst time that a
soldier had admitted any such
remorse publicly. The reaction in
Derry was remarkable and I
received many letters which I
passed onto the soldier from
residents who were so grateful to
hear those words been said by a
member of the British Army."
The Inquiry asked Taylor to hand
over his notebooks relating to
Bloody Sunday in an effort to
further their investigation.
"They demanded that I hand over
all my notebooks, which included a
whole range of names, be they
soldiers, provisionals, etc, several of
whom had given me off the record
interviews in the strictest of
confIdences. So I photocopied all
my notes, but took out all the names
and addresses of those that I had
spoken to in confIdence. Had I not
done so I would have been
undermining the fundamentals of
the job; people simply will not trust
you if you did otherwise."
Taylor, now exposed to the brutal
realities of the Northern problem,
one which he called both "the Irish
question and the British question,"

Con

BBC journalist Peter
Taylor addressed
students from around
the country at the
Anne Maguire
Journalism
Conference at Dublin
Castle recently nd
captivated the
gathering when
speaking of his
career reporting on
the conflict in
Northern Ireland.
Dermot Keyes was
among the enthralled
throng
set about making programmes
which helped provide a greater
understanding of the conflict for a
British audience.
"The stereotyping of figures
during this conflict was always
prevalent and what I have tried to do
over the years is to show that this
simply wasn't the case." One such
interviewee was then IRA member
Tony Miller, who had planted a
bomb in the middle of Derry in the
mid-70's, which caused massive
damage to the city's economic
heartland.
As he spoke, it was clear that this
was a man who rarely switches off
from his vocation, which is perhaps
the biggest drawback of deciding
upon a career in the media. During a
seminar after his main speech, he
spoke of the new challenges that
face journalists in the new Northern
Ireland. These included an
addressing of the major social issues
such as the state of the health
service and the housing issue,
stories that have formed the staple
of so many news pages in the
Republic while violence and
sectarianism have occupied the
pages of the Northern dailies. While
reporting
on
the
Troubles
profoundly altered the course of
Peter Taylor's life, a humourous
moment in the unlikeliest of
locations remains a standout
moment in his journalistic career.
"Now here was a man from
Creggan, who came from a good,
respectable, hard working family,
who had joined the IRA because of
Bloody Sunday," he said. "It
legitimised the IRA's violence and
that was the real signifIcance of
Bloody
Sunday."
The
documentaries,
'Provos'
and
'Loyalists' are remarkable stories
told by the men who hid behind

"Tony Blair has embarked
on a process through the
Saville inquiry that may help
bring about a final solution
to the conflict. Bloody
Sunday is a day that has
always lingered with me"

BBC journalist Peter Taylor shares his thoughts on reporting in conflict at the recent Anne Maguire
Journalism Conference in Dublin Castle.
balaclavas and had engaged in their astonishing facilities to shoot a his life because of his work. As
war against each other. His documentary about life in the Maze journalists you should bear that ill
interview with John White, now a and myself and the rest of the crew mind in the work that you'll be
member of the Progressive Unionist lived in the prison for about three, doing in the future." Peter Taylot
Party, who was prisoned for the four weeks. This for me helped play said that while it is not the job of
murders of Senator Paddy Wilson a part in conflict resolution. The journalists to resolve conflict, ("that
and Irene Andrews, remains a vivid inmates were very ordinary people is the job of politicians,") he did
memory for Taylor.
and the prison was not a hellhole; state, "our job is to report. It is out
"I remember as I sat there the prisoners ran the wings and obligation and duty to see what we
interviewing him thinking this was wore their own clothes, it was report what we see, what we learn
and what we find out." Arguably the
the man who had stabbed Paddy remarkable.
Wilson 30 times. The truth is that
"We were there during the three- best piece of advice that he offered
you should never forget what they hundredth anniversary of the Battle the next generation of journalist!
did and that's always in the back of of the Boyne and the loyalist that day was, "you must make your
my mind. All interviews contain a inmates told me that they had their story fit the facts and not make the
certain confrontational attitude and band ready for the 12th of July. We facts fit the story....if the facts don't
fIt the story, change it."
when we were shooting the just couldn't believe this.
Loyalists series we were doing three
Peter Taylor is a prime example
"The Governor of the pri. on was
interviews a day and it was gobsmacked, he had no idea that the of a professional who has never
absolutely
exhausting.
As band existed and it was a wonderful taken his eye off the ball. In the
journalists we should never piece to film, the band with its paper midst of the Troubles, he has gone
sympathise with those we are uniforms and drum, marching up a from being a self-confessed
interviewing but we can empathi e." prison corridor. The loyalists loved ignorant Brit to one of the greatest
The Maze prison of all places it and the republicans thought that it sources of information on the
conflict in the North. He recalled a
provided Taylor with one of the was hysterically funny."
question that the venerable Richard
lighter moments in his career.
Even in the darkest days, a little Dimbleby once put to Basil Brooke
"In 1990 we were given light managed to peek through and
in an interview and I quote "whO
for journalists such as Peter Taylor, exactly is the IRA."
life would have been near
Thanks to Peter Taylor anO
impossible to bear without them.
several
other journalists, the Britis~
One such dark moment, the recent
public and indeed many south of the
murder of Sunday World reporter
border, such questions have become
Martin O'Hagan, left Taylor "feeling
redundant. We can only hope that
sick in the stomach. He was the
the bomb and the bullet will become
bravest of the brave and he was
as equally irrelevant to life ill
incredibly skilled and he had the
Northern Ireland as that famouS
courage to do what I couldn't do. He Dimbleby question.
put his own neck on the line and lost
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t's that time of year
again, and you're all
looking forward to
sitting
beside
a
glittering tree, with a
glass of something in one
hand and a pile of presents in
front of you. Until, of course,
you remember that in order to
reach this Zen-like state, you
must first pass through
torturous tests of endurance
to prove your worthiness.
These tests have sapped the
will to live of some of the
bravest and strongest people.
We refer to the ordeal that is
Christmas shopping, and in
order to help you reach the
nirvana of December 25th
unscathed,
we've
been
looking out for present
which involve the least
possible effort for the
maximum possible effect.
Some of these gifts can be
purchased from the comfort
of your own home, and most
of them will allow you to
avoid the worst of the city's
shopping centres. And that
has to be a good thing.
If your circle of family and
friends includes the odd treehugger, then a year's
snbscription to National
Geographic might be just the
thing. Twelve issue of the
magazine co t £29.90, and
falls into the category of
things which allow total
avoidance of the shops. It
might seem a wee bit
scholarly, but it's full of
amazing photographs and
makes for essential on-thepot reading. Keep it close to
the cistern.
If you don't have a credit
card, then a bonsai tree might
be a viable alternative.
Although
buying
one
involves entering a shop, it's
not too traumatic, because
The Bonsai Shop in the
Powerscourt
Townhouse
Centre is quiet and peaceful.
Just be careful not to knock a
tree over - the older varieties
can cost upwards of a
hundred quid. The youngest
ones start from around £ 18,
and the staff will tell you how
to look after it. But make sure
to follow the instructions
carefully, becau e the little
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critters are none too resilient.
TEKKIE PREZZIESI
Everyone has at least one
muso-techie geek friend,
therefore there may have to
be one excursion into a
hellhole such as HMV, Tower
or Virgin. It's not that these
places are awful all year
round, but from the first of
December onwards, they
seem to take on the form of
Dante's Inferno. Between
battling through the aisles
and queuing for half an hour
to pay, it's enough to drive
you to drink. So the best
strategy is to decide in
advance what you need to
buy, put your head down and

Doe tl Ihou hi of Ira Un Ihl1 ugh
Grafton, In I or Henry SI t in III
run-u t 'hri h.
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a Ih Billi Barrie ids Yullid
Exlrava anza. If 0 ou've come to Ih
ri hI pi c . Jani Gaffi t ke Ih
ha I -fi option in pi enl hoppin .
incorporating eight episodes
of the TV series which is also
available on video for around
£30. But the winner has to be
Marvin Gaye Live on DVD.
Boys and girls alike could
learn a thing or to from this
one, and as DVD's go, it's not
the most extortionate, at

probably get twice as much
for the same money. And
returning to the plan to avoid
the shops altogether, you
could always buy Elvis
Presley's 50 Greatest Love
Songs album. See the
commercial breaks during
Judge Judy for details.
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Claudio's Wine in George's Street Arcade: wine is an
obvious choice

best-sellers.
Top of the list is the
ubiquitous Harry Potter
series, and if you know
anyone who is unfamiliar
with these, then it's not a bad
place to start. Buy the
children's versions, since the
ones with the adult covers
cost more. Other options are
the offerings from the usual
gaggle of celebrity chefs,
with Jamie Oliver and Darina
AlIen
the
inexplicable
favourites. No matter what
they tell you, don't try this at
home. For the friend who is
currently planning the nowobligatory gap year in
Australia, try Bill Bryson's
Down Under, and for anyone
who has ever worked in a
restaurant,
Anthony
Bourdain's
Kitchen
Confidential will confirm all
the worst things you ever
thought about chefs. It's also
worth checking out the
bargain sections of the larger
bookshops, for impressivelooking hardbacks.
If you're buying a couple of
books, do so in Hodges
Figgis, where you get a stamp
for every tenner you spend.
Collect eight and get a tenner
off your next purchase, valid
until April
(which
is
conveniently about the time
exam panic will begin to take
root, and expensive volumes
will be bought to ease your
conscience).

U

charge in and out with
minimum collateral damage
to your sanity.
Our DVD suggestions
include Taxi Driver, featuring
an hour long documentary on
the making of the film,
around
£25.
Another
impressive present is The
Godfather trilogy, but it's
bloody expensive at almost
£60.
Likewise
with
the
Simpsons first series on
DVD,
which
is
less
expensive,
but
of
questionable quality. One of
the best value DVD gifts this
year is the Blue Planet boxed
set,
for
around
£35,

around £22. And if you buy it
(or anything) in Tower, you
get a 10% discount with your
student card. It's also worth
having a look at the films
available for £11.99 on DVD
in HMY.
On to the CD's, and for the
little sister there's the usual
selection of atrocious yearend compilations, greatest (in
the loo est possible sense of
the word) hits and so on.
Compilations from Madonna
and the Smashing Pumpkins
will take your friends back to
the school disco, and your
mother might be impressed
with Robbie Williams' album
of Rat Pack covers.
However, if you buy the
original versions, you'll

Playstation 2 games seem to
be a guaranteed hit, with
Gran Turismo 3, Silent Hill 2
and Grand Theft Auto 3 the
current crowd pleasers.
Beware of making these into
definite items on the list,
though, since price tags start
at around £45 upwards. And
if you want to support the
independent retailer for all
your musical needs, we
suggest Road Record on
Fade Street, but don't expect
to see Britney Spears or any
of her chums adorning the
shelves.
Onto the other easy option
then. and into the bookshops.
It really is feasible to do all
the present shopping under
one roof, and indeed, in one
section, namely the year's

CHRISTMAS YUM YUMS
We all know the true
meaning of Christmas, and
that's plenty of food and
drink, which conveniently
make good presents. We're
not
talking
about
a
McDonald's gift voucher
here, but nice presentation
baskets of good food.
Try George's Street Arcade
for food baskets, and there's
also the food hall in Avoca
Handweavers on Suffolk
Street but bear in mind that
this particular emporium
should not be considered
unles you've recently gotten
out a credit union loan.
Other options include
Marks & Spencers and Tesco,

both of whom are selling
food presents for far more
reasonable sums of money.
Or you could take the Blue
Peter option - buy random
foodstuffs,
buy
basket,
arrange artistically, cling film
into place. Take it from me
that it's far easier and cheaper
to let someone else do all this
for you.
As for the drink, well, a
bottle of Baileys is always
appreciated, although if
you're on a strict budget
consider purcha ing a generic
equivalent with a name like
Celtic Cream. Make sure to
check the alcohol content,
because if it's hovering
around the 10 per cent mark,
it's a false economy, since
you'll need a bottle of brandy
to bring it up to scratch.
Wine is an obvious choice,
and two of the best (and most
reasonable) places for wine
gifts are Claudio's Wine in
George's Street Arcade. and
Bond on Beresford Place.
The really handy thing about
Bond is that it's right beside
Busaras, 0 when it occurs to
you that you forgot to get
Auntie Mary a present, you
can pick it up before you get
the bus to the homestead.
And if all else fails, there's
the holy grail of the gift
voucher. You could resort to
the book or record token, or
you could try something a
little bit different. If you've
got a few quid to spend, then
a voucher for a go in a
flotation tank is an option.
Try the Harvest Moon Centre
on Baggot Street, or the
Iveagh Gym, and expect to
pay around £30.
A cheaper option for boys
is a hot towel shave in the
Grafton Barber, which is
about £ 12, and for girls, a
mini-facial
from
most
beautician i around £20.
Should you go to the
trouble of arranging a sackful
of good presents, and all you
get in return is a bottle of
Blue Nun and a pair of Totes
toasties,
it's
perfectly
acceptable to sit in front of
the telly, get plastered and
sing along to The Sound of
Music.
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Eat, drink and be merry
rinking sessions with
your mates have no
real novelty value you have at least one a week,
every week. But Christmas
is a bit different.
For some reason, people
start to think that during the
month of December, there
should be at least one
civilised gathering involving
a sit-down meal as well as
the usual quantities of
alcohol, and no, eating a
doner kebab on a park bench
doesn't count.
It's a strange animal, the
Christmas dinner - it always
seems like a good idea at the
time, but after you've
accused your (former) best
friend of "looking at" your
boy/girlfriend and been sick
on your shoes, you wonder
why you bothered.
Still, trying to dissuade
large groups from having the
Christmas "do" is like trying
to persuade an 18-year-old
couple that a day trip to the
zoo is not a recipe for a good
time.
Bearing this in mind,
we've had a look around to
see where parties are catered
for without the bill requiring
the
entire
assembled
company to donate a vital
organ.

D

lanice Galley presents The DIT
Independent guide to getting
drunk, spending way more than
necessary, and putting yourself out
of action for at least a whole day.
The Bangkok Cafe,
Parnell Street.
Although finding the
restaurant may involve a
little effort, it's well worth it
once you get there. It looks
quite dingy from the outside,
but don't be fooled - the food
is great and reasonably
priced. The menu is a
mixture of the usual Thai
dishes but all are well
executed, and vegetarians
are catered for. The wine list
is limited to say the least,
and we recommend that you
stick to beer in this particular
establishment. Desserts are
also limited, so after main
courses, it's probably a good
idea to vacate the table and
head for the Wellcome Inn.
Bond, Beresford Place
(Beside Busaras)
The set-up in Bond is a
wee bit unusual because
there's no wine list. Instead
there's a wine cellar, with

around 190 wines available,
and the procedure is that you
wander around and pick out
a wine, which you then pay
off-licence prices for, plus £5
corkage. They also serve
beer. The food is a little bit
pricier, but if you stick to the
less expensive dishes, it
should be quite reasonable.
The interior of the restaurant
is stylish and modern, and
the staff are lovely. The only
problem is that there's a bit
of a shortage of pubs for a
post-restaurant pint.

11 Baccaro, Meeting
House Square, Temple
Bar
To be brutally honest, the
food and service here are
inconsistent, but if your
main objective is to get
plastered, then you've come
to the right place.
The
staff
are
predominantly Italian, and
are suitably grumpy, and you

ngaver the mistletoe
By Bryan Collins
They say everything has its
price. Cruelly enough,
alcohol is no exception •
and no I'm not about to
moan about the price of
drink. Hangovers are
something most of are
horrihly familiar with.
Headaches, muscle cramps,
and even vomiting in the
college toilet· these are the
things breweries fall to
warn us about. With
Christmas coming up, the
chances are some of are
going to be getting
dangerously re-aquatinted
with the hangover.
Alcohol, in its purest
form, is toxic for the body.
It kills brain ceUs and
damages your liver.
It can ruin a potential
good night's sleep or a
hard day's work. It'U
wreck your bank balance
and kill off your appetite.
Yes folks, tbe 'evils of
drink' your motber warned
you about are stiU alive
and well today. The
stronger tbe drink tbe
stronger the bangover •
that's bad news for all you
bourbon fans.
Anotber major
Contributor is the amount
of congeners (or flavours)
found in a drink· that's
bad news for cocktail
lovers. Cheap drink can
also be pretty toxic for the

body.
Of course they say it's

what you do with it that
counts and drink is no
exception. Mixing your
drinks can prove pretty
detrimental.
If you dabble,
remember certain
combinations are more
lethal than others are. Beer
and wine are the chalk and
cheese of the drinker's
world.
Similarly, if you're
drinking various spirits try
to keep to the same colour.
A hefty night of gin backed
up by some strong
wbiskeys can make the
next morning feel worse
than Armageddon. Vodka
and Red Bull can prove
another particularly potent
concoction.
This is all water off a
duck's back for alcohol
fans though. So, after your
boozy night on the beer,
and if you are of sound
mind, consume a pint or
two of water along with a
multi-vitamin before
bedtime.
It'll make all the
difference the next day.
If the alarm clock does
go off and you feel like
you've just caught the
Ebola virus, there are a
few tricks that can help.
Neurofen is the best
painkiller for headaches.
Anadin sbould be avoided
as it usually results in
nausea later on in the day.
Paracetamol can prove

toxic for the liver if taken
after a serious binge. AIka
Seltzer is good product for
volatile stomachs.
Anything with Vitamin C
should be indulged in.
Bananas and oranges are
especially effective. If you
can stomach it, try to
consume some food as the
day progress • stay away
from anything acidic
though.
As far as drinks go, you
can't go wrong with
Lucozade, Gatorade or
plain old water. Stay away
from caffeine drinks, like
tea or coffee, as they have
diuretic properties (which
will only dehydrate you
more.) Milk is another DOno.
If you're brave enough
consider the hair of the dog
option. If all fails, go to
sleep - chances are you're
good to no one.
At the end of the day
alcohol is like work, study
or even Britney Spears too much of it is sickening
(literally). But follow these
tips with a healthy shot of
moderation and your
hangover blues sbould be
sorted. Now all you have
to worry about is the
previous night's events
such as having a go at your
boss, being barred from
the night club, spending
your rent money....

Yamamori, George's Street: This is probably the best option for a reasonable
group dinner of good quality

can wait about an hour for
your food.
Speaking of which, the
food is sort of rustic Italian,
and can be either good or a
mess of tomato sauce,
depending on the night.
Wine is sold by the litre
for about £12 a throw.
You could do worse.

Yamamori, George's St
This is probably the best
option for a reasonable
group dinner of good quality,
with the emphasis on in-andout and straight to the pub.
The menu is Japanese, with
noodles, rice, tempura, sushi
and so on, and most people
will find something to suit.
Wine goes from about £ 12

upwards, and beer is also
served.
The restaurant is big and
functional, and there's a huge
number of pubs and clubs on
the doorstep for when the
staff throw you out. So enjoy
your Christmas dinner party,
and remember to be nice to
the wait-staff, and leave a
decent tip.
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CD corner
With Anne-Laure Kelly and
Lisa JeweIl

Songs in A Minor - Alicia
Keys
Unknown until just a few months
ago, Alicia Keys has rapidly
established herself one of the biggest
artists of the year with her superb
debut album.
Her rust release, "Fallin' " had
already found huge success, and sets
the tone for the rest of the album .
Stand-out tracks include "Mr. Man",
her duet with Jimmy Cozier;
"Girlfriend" and an excellent version
of Prince's "How Come you Don't
Call Me" which should have every
listener grooving along. While some
of the numbers do disappoint
slightly ("Rock Wit U". "The Life"),
this is only because the album's
overall standard is so good - and just
wait until you hear the hidden track.
Thi is definitely one for the top of
your Christmas list!

Late Night Radio - Various
Artists (EMI Compilation)
Compilations of Irish rock music
are rare enough. But like buse you
wait ages for one and then three turn
up! Unfortunately Tom Dunne's "30
Be t Irish Hits" will overshadow
both "It's All Good" and "Late Night
Radio" which is a pity because both
are fine collections. "Late Night
Radio" features a wide range of Irish
artists (and David Gray who has
practically been adopted by this
country) like The Frames. David Kitt
and Juliet Turner.

Kitt has one of the best tracks on
the compilation, the melancholy
"Song From Hope Street". Other
highlight are David Gray's track
"Late Night Radio", The Walls'
"Bone Deep" and the beautiful "4.35
am" by Gemma Hayes who looks set
for big success. There are weak
songs on the CD but they probably
suffer from not fitting in with the
other styles of music - Picturehouse
and
Naimee Coleman
seem
particularly out of place. "Late Night
Radio" is far from a perfect
collection but it is an earnest attempt
to celebrate new Irish music and is a
CD that will grow on you after a few
listenings.

Best of the Rest
Christmas is coming and it's time
for those yearly rituals again - carol
ingers soothing you a
you
desperately search for original (i.e,
inexpensive) presents, the stress of
finishing end-of-term essays before
the parties begin, and of course 'best of albums and charity singles
flooding into the shops. This year.
Rod Stewart, Joe Dolan, The Bee
Gees, Backstreet Boys, The Corrs
and Gabrielle are just some of those
who've decided to revisit their back
catalogue on us - aren't we the lucky
ones? It's not all bad though - at least
Tom Dunne has put together
Ii teners' "Best of Irish" to remind us
how much good music there still is
out there.
One of the better greatest hits out
is Madonna's "GHV2". This second
volume covers the last decade of Mrs
Richie's career and starts off a bit
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patchy with songs from the early
90's when Madonna, quite frankly,
lost it for a while but gets better with
the big hits from "Ray of Light" and
'Music" including the excellent
"What It Feels Like a Girl". Robbie
Wi11 iarns' crooner tribute CD "Swing
When You're Winning" verges on
being cheap karaoke at times but
you've got to credit the guy with
doing things on a grand scale.
Notable tracks are "Mack the
Knife"and the Nicole Kidman duet
"Somethin' Stupid". Worth a listen
but unfortunately, like Christmas
toys, it soon loses its novelty and
won't be a classic album.

With Jamie McCormick
SSX Tricky

Format: Playstation 2
Publisher: EA Sports Big

It's winter time, and Snowboarding arrives on your Playstation 2 with a
bang! SSX (Snowboard Super Cross) Tricky, the sequel to the hit SSX is
now available in all good stores. Whether you want to race the ten
tracks in the game once, or compete in the World Circuit against five
other snowboarders, it's about Winning, as well as pulling off massive
stunts, flips, jumps and spins. Be careful about who you punch over,
the game remembers how you treated characters in the game, and if
you've made an enemy of one early on, they will do their best to mess
your race up in the later stages of a heat.
The game boasts crystal clear graphics as players move at speed
through a variety of different slopes. Featuring excellent music, should
you gain a couple of gold medals in World Circuit mode, new hidden
celebrity characters are unlocked, including one voiced by Macy Gray
For the previously untested, there is a detailed training mode to help
you get to grips with the controls and how to perform basic stunts.
Players can also face off against each other in the multiplayer mode,
racing on any of the available tracks. If you have played the original or
like snowboarding, Tricky is a massive improvement over an already
excellent game. If not, rent it to try the game out before purchasing.

The COITS have a charity single out
as well - profits from their single
"Would You Be Happier?" are going
to Comic Relief. But the two biggest
charity songs this year are SClub7's
"Have You Ever?" and Artists
Against Aids with "What's Going
On". If you want to do your bit for
the Christrna spirit, how do you
choose?
Most of the soul-loving earth
feared the new version of Marvin
Gaye'sA classic would be a disaster but as it turns out, it's one of the
better charity single of recent years,
though not a patch on the original.
Just skip the second track (Fred
Durst's Reality Check Mix) and you
won't regret having shelled out for it.
Because let's face it - do we really
want a repeat of last Christmas when
the SqueakyClean7 topped the charts
with "Never Had a Dream Come
True". even if it is for Children in
Need? No, we didn't think so.

World Rally Championship

Format: Playstation 2
Publisher: Sony Europe

The king of all rally simulations has arrived on PS2. Officially licenced
by the World Rally Championship, WRC features 14 perfectly recreated
tracks from around the globe ranging from the snow-covered tracks of
Finland and Sweden to the desert tracks of the Sahara. Players race
over 108 stages in all, competing to become world champion. There
Also featured is a manufacturers championship. All official teams and
drivers are in the game, except for Colin McRae who has his own rally
series on the Playstation.
The game's graphics are photo-realistic, and beautifully done. Each
corner and bend has been recreated from the actual tracks straight
into the game and it shows. Car damage is also included in the game,
so any crashing leaves open the possibility of wrecking your
windscreen, engine, steering, wheels, etc. The controls are very
responsive, especially for players with a steering wheel. Two players
can also face off head to head in multiplayer mode. Sony will be
organising a month of 'Rally Weekends,' where players compete in set
tracks and upload your score to a website. The prize? Only the chance
to win loads of prizes, and enter the World Championship next year at
the Cyprus rally to win a real Rally car.The game is a must for all rally
fans, and as ever, if you're new to it, try before you buy.

City Sounds
By Laurence Mackin.

By Fiachra Rocco-Goveny

Oh its that time of year again! No longer
will I feel guilty about going out on my
shopping sprees, because it is all in the
sense giving and charity. When it comes to
buying gifts, yours truly is numero uno, and
Christmas provides me with the
opportonity to shine that little bit more.
Because my VBF list comes in volume
format, unfortunately I have had to restrict
my bestowing of gifts to nearest and
dearest. Strictly family only, and I'm afraid
you are not on the list.
Firstly for my bestest bro, a three minute
rechargable electric champagne cooler. I
can't believe everyone doesn't have one,
it's become indispensable in FRG Towers.
It's a snip at £79.95, and lets fact it, who
wouldn't have a use for one.
Secondly, the season of love and joy
doesn't just include people. I always like to
treat my lifelong companion, Mitsy and this
year I went all out to spoil my favourite
feline. Firstly a Diamante Tiara, for when
she's at the various social functions she
accompanies me to. I got this little number
in Harrods, Dublin just doesn't have the
level of choice you need when buying for
others, and it was only £99.95. Of course,
on my way to the cashier, I couldn't help
but pick up a divine Burberry extra-large
pillow for her to catch her beauty sleep on.
Maybe a touch frivolous at £199, but it
matches my scarf.
While perusing the various departments I
came across something perfect for Pater.
He's quite the DIY buff, so I bought him a

pencil for when he's rolling up his sleeves
in the converted workshop/sauna. It's made
from cedar wood and has three diamonds
set into it. At £7,499, it took nearly a
whole credit card to purchase, but there's
plenty more where they came from.
Finally for Mater, it was an indulgence
weekend at the Top to Toe Indulgence
weekend at the Temple Spa, just the thing
to get her looking her best before the
halcyon rounds of New Years Eve parties
she will have to attend. Two nights at £470.
At these prices it's a wonder anyone is
homeless.
Thankfully, in order to make things easier
this year Brown Thomas came up with the
wonderful idea of having an invited guests
only shopping day on Monday 3rd
December. Although they have security all
year round, there are still a number of
shoppers consistently in the store who are
hardly fitting of the dEcor. I only wish this
was a weekly occurrence, rather than a
solitary annual event.
Well enough divulging already. I can't
give you all my ideas, and besides some of
your budgets are probably not quite so
generous. So until next time, have a
wonderful Christmas and a fabulous New
Year.
FRG
All prices correct at time of going to
press. Products in Harrods can be
purchased online at www.harrods.com but
BT's don't have a website. The are just so
last century.

You'd think with Christmas a
veritable baby's arm length
away, I'd take a look at all
those nice seasonal events
taken place. like pantomines
and carol singing and such and
such. Yeah, you'd think.
Still not sure about this lot.
Ash play the Olympia Theatre
on Saturday and Sunday 15th
and 16th. Although their star
doesn't bum as brightly as it
did during the record company
hype of the release of '1977',
they have still managed to
produce a nice little niche in
pop/punk numbers. Although
their most recent album 'Free
All Angels,' with its funky
video mixer interactive thingy,
will assuredly see these dates
ell out, perhaps more
interesting on the night will be
the support band Seafood.
Their debut album 'Surviving
The Quiet' is a brilliant piece
of undiscovered rock. and
definitely worth purchasing, if
it' available on the night.
I'm definitely sure about
this lot. Although David
Bowie may have predicted
this bunch of chancel'S as the
future of rock music, time did
indeed tell, and told wisely.
The Human League are in the
Olympia on 12 December.
Although they have been
churning out music for nigh
on 20 years. and with their
recent album 'Secrets' getting

quite a bit of woo-hoo from
the media, I still reckon
they're more GM Vauxhall
Conference than Premier
League.
But if you like your dance a
little more modem than new
romantic, than it has to be
Basement Jaxx. A regular
presence in the charts, coupled
with a fantastic performance
at
Cream fields
in
Punchestown last year will
almost certainly a good show.
According to the blurb, the
duo of Simon Ratcliffe and
Felix Burton use an eclectic
mixture of hip hop, punk, jazz,
funk, pop, R&B and two step
in their music. Well, throw in a
bit of country and you've
covered all angle really,
haven't you? The gigs are on
the 15th and 16th December at
the Ambas adoI'. You can
dance. You can dance.
Everybody look at their pants.
The ubiquitous Gemma
Hayes is in Whelan on
Wednesday December 12th.
Fresh from a European tour
with
the
omnipotent
Sparklehorse, and touting her
new five track E.P. 'Work to a
Calm', this promises to be a
nice showcase for her soon to
be released album, which is
produced by Dave Friedmann.
Yes, he is the guy who
produced 'Rock Action' by
Mogwai, and 'The Soft
Bulletin' by the Flaming Lips,
and 'Hope and Adams' by
Wheat. and he's in Mercury

Rev. Damn it, he could have
produced one bad album, just
to make the rest of us look
decent.
Fantastic treble bill (now
that's value for money) in the
Ambassador on the 18th of
December. Stereolab, Quasi
and home boys the Jimmy
Cake are going to be rockin
out indie style. Stereolab are
well
known
for
their
wonderfully tilled menagerie
of albums like 'Peng!',
'Emperor Tomato Ketchup,'
and 'Dots and Loops.' Quasi
played earlier this year with
ex-Pavement boyo Stephen
Malkmus and the Jimmy Cake
will be touting their debut
release 'Brains.' It's a right
good shindig, no doubts about
it, Pa.
Wheatus and the Revs,
Tuesday December 18th , in
the Red Box.Go on.You know
you want to. You do.
Christmas is here again.
Despite
making
several
sacrifices to the dark master
the festive season ha not
disappeared. But on the plus
side that means more nights
out, so there is loads of cheesy
old no talgia trips, from the
Pogues in the Point on
December 20th
to the
Undertones in the Olympia on
the same night. And then
there's Asian. They are really
great and [ think they're class
and you should go see them.
There. I said it so put down the
gun Christy.
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he movie which may
blow both Harry Potter
and Star Wars out of
the water is ju t around the
corner. Eoin Murphy looks
ahead to 'The Fellowship of
the Ring,' the first installment
of the Lord of the Rings
trilogy.
" One Ring to rule them all,
One Ring to bind them, One
Ring to bring them all and in
the darkness find them." (in
bold and italicised)
Arguably the greatest
fantasy novel (non-sexual)
ever written, J.R.R. Tolkien's
'Lord of the Rings' has finally
made its way to the big
Screen and is due for release
On December 19th 2001. The
first installment of this
potentially
breathtaking
trilogy, 'The Fellowship of
The Ring', is directed by
Peter Jackson and boasts an
all-star cast including Liv
Tyler, Elijah Wood, Sean
Bean and the always
mercurial Ian McKellen.
The trailer that has been
circulating e-mail accounts,
cinemas and many a pirate
movie gives the impression
that Harry Potter is going to
be 'Dwarfed' by a little
Hobbit and his quest.
'The Fellowship of the
Ring' i the tarting point of
the journey of a young hobbit
called Frodo who inherits a
ring from his Uncle Bilbo and
in turn inherits the mantle of
bearer of the Ring. Big deal
you might say, it's just a ring.
But this i no ordinary Ring
(hence the capital r); this is
the most powerful Ring in the
World. When time began
rings of power were forged
for the leader of Middle
earth. There were nine rings
for mortal men, seven rings
for Dwarven Kings and three
!!!!gs for the Elven Kings.

Frodo Baggins (Elijah Woods), the Hobbit who inherits
the One Ring from his cousin Bilbo in 'The Fellowship
of the Ring.'

The dark Lord Sauron
(basically the Osama Bin
Laden of middle earth)
learned how to forge and
made one Ring of ultimate
power, the 20th Ring, the
Ring to bind and rule them
all.
He proceeded to acquire all
the rings and take over
middle earth until one man,
the father of Aragorn cut the
Ring from Sauron's finger
and the Ring was lost to him.
He was defeated and pushed
back to Mordor to wait until
both his power and ring
returned to him. He changed
the nine mortal men who
carried the nine rings into
Raith riders and sent them out
to search Middle Earth for the
Ring.
So how did the ring end up
in Frodo' po session?
THE HOBBIT

Tolkien also wrote an
equally famous book called
'The Hobbit,' the prequel to

the trilogy. Hobbits are small
hairy creatures who live in a
part of Middle earth called
the Shire. They are a peaceful
and almost lazy race that
enjoys drinking mead, telling
stories and smoking pipes.
They are the most unlikely
individuals to take on the
garb of hero but then this is a
fantasy novel and anything is
possible. They live in
comfortable dry holes in the
ground and love warming
their hairy toes in front of a
roaring fire.
It explain how a Hobbit
named
Bilbo
Baggins
embarked on a journey as a
burglar with a band of
Dwarves to slay a dragon and
to retrieve long lost trea ure.
At one point Bilbo gets
separated from the group and
finds a Ring deep in the
darkness of the goblin caves.
He is lost and only when he
tricks a nasty creature called
Gollum, the previous owner
of the Ring, into showing him
the way out does he realise

Arwen (Liv Tyler), the Elf who gets more screentime in
Peter Jackson's vision of 'The Fellowship of the Ring'
than what JRR Tolkien devoted to her in text:

that it will make him
invi ible. Only then does
Bilbo come to understand the
extent of the Ring's power.
One of the members of the
travelling party is the wizard
Gandalf (McKellen) and is
suspicious from the outset.
In 'The Fellowship' he
realises exactly what the
Ring is and informs Frodo of
the magnitude of his
inheritance. Beyond doubt,
Gandalf
is
the
mast
glamorous character in the
book. He commands respect
from all, good and evil and

has a relationship with all
living creatures. His courage
is unrivalled. Throughout the
books and the much awaited
three films he will become
one of the most revered
characters
since
Alec
Guinness donned the robes of
Obi Wan Kenobi in another
rather exciting trilogy.
If the Ring is so powerful
then why don't they use it
against Sauron, you might
ponder.
THE EVIL OF THE RING

Well the Ring is inherently

evil and all contact with it
will eventually turn bad.
None of the Fellowship
wants to be corrupted and
that is why no one of power
will touch. Only someone
whose spirit is pure may
carry it and try to destroy it
for that is the only true way to
defeat Sauron. For his
protection Frodo is issued
with a fellowship consisting
of Elves, Dwarves, Men,
Wizards and friends from his
home in the Shire.
The journey is an arduous
one, one full of many deadly
obstacles. Travelling orcs
and goblins and even the
greed of apparent friends can
be potentially fatal but all are
small perils compared to the
prospect of Sauron uniting
the rings. Private battles
hinder the group further;
Gandalf is forced to battle his
master and teacher Saruman,
who desires the power of the
Ring for himself. Boromir,
who wants the Ring to protect
his town of Minas Tirith
challenges Frodo.
To say the least this film is
an epic and yet it will only
open the door to one of the
greatest and complete stories
ever. The book contains
every element necessary for
success. Whether the film
will be able to convey this,
time will tell but I'm banking
on something pecial.

Top Dog for music.. videos and games
HMV offers a 100;0 student discount*

Bandits, better than any Harry Potter
By Eoin Murphy
DIRECTOR
Barry
Levinson (Rain Man, Good
Morning Vietnam) has
acquired an all-star cast
and an incredibly witty
script and put together a
lOust see movie.
Our two would be
bandits, played by Bruce
Willis and Billy Bob
'fbornton hatch an idea
Concluding that the best
"ay to rob a bank is to stay
tbe nigbt with the bank
lDanager and rob the bank
"ben he opens it in the
lOorning. No staff, no police
and no problems.
Bruce Willis' character is
the strong, womanising
tyPe while Thornton is the
tilOid,
clever
and
bypochondriac sidekick, a
cOlObination that works
really well.
Life is going quite well
for the pair until they meet
Cate
Blanchette,
an
Unappreciated,
almost
SUicidal housewife who
invites herself to join the

-

Bandits: concludes in true Levinson tradition
pair. But as sure as two is
company,
three
very
quickly becomes a crowd as
both men fall in love with
her and she can't decide
whom she would rather be
with.
To make matters worse
the bandits become mini
celebs and bank managers
no longer live in fear of
them.
The film concludes in
true Levinson tradition,
which keeps the audience

entertained until the last
credit has rolled by.
The three leads are in top
form
with
Thornton
putting in a performance
worthy of an Oscar
nomination as the neurotic
partner to the always tough
Willis. This film is better
than any Harry Potter so go
out and see it. Just
remember to save some
spondoolicks for the Lord
of the Rings ..•0 God don't
get me started.

1 0 copies of the new PInk CD
M!ssundaztood
to giveaway
Just write to the DIT Independent, DITSU, Rathmlnes, Dublin 6
*Terms and conditions apply
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By Jon Lee and
Ciao O'Sullivan

The 51st State
If anybody is wondering
what to do as opposed to
checking out the openings of
the Harry Potter and Lord of
the Rings franchises, The
51 st State, has been labelled
as the Festive season's actionfilm offering.
The story, for what it's
worth, deals with Elmo
L.
McElroy
(Samuel
Jackson), chemist supreme,
whose future fall
apart
because of a drug conviction
in the seventies.
Skip
forward to the present day
where McElroy has spent the
previous thirty years making
illegal drugs, and being
indebted to master criminal
the Lizard, played with much
shouting, by Meatloaf. To
correct his
lack of self-determination
McElroy plants a bomb for
his employer and then head
for Liverpool, where he plans
to sell the formula for his
drug, P.O.S. 51, to crime-boss
Leopold Durant, played by
the Royle Family's Ricky
Tomlinson.
When transferred to the

Entertainmen

~
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Merseyside
setting,
traditional scouser Felix De
Souza (Carlyle) accompanies
McElroy to his meeting with
Durant, for his first, and last,
big sale. This film has all the
hilarity of a buddy movie
where the two characters
have no chemistry, and hate
each other.
According to the press
notes, "one's all talk - the
other's all action'" so we're
treated to witty remarks such
as De Souza welcoming the
American to Britain, saying
"you're about a welcome as
a do e of the clap."
Action sequences are what
films like this get judged on,
but even here the examples
are poor.
Where the action occurs it
staggers onward without
energy,
urprising given
director
Ronny
Yu's

background as a Hong Kong
action director.
This lack of energy runs
through every part of the
film,
with
too
many
characters and not enough
characteristics, leaving no
time for a back-story, or
proper plot development. The
51 st State chases it's own tale
(tail?) with the flawed belief
that it's plot will keep you
interested. After five minutes
it's unlikely that you'll care
greatly why Jackson spends
the majority of the film
wearing a kilt, and carrying
golf clubs. After an hour and
a half you still may not know.
The plot twists and turns
involve drug dealers and
corrupt police officers,
football fans and skinhead
neo-Nazis. All the while our
hero is an international drugdealing chemist (or is he?),
aided by a stupid foulmouthed thug who want· hi
old, gun-totingly lethal
girlfriend back. At times it
seems like the script was
written in the same way
Radiohead have taken to
writing their songs, by
random words drawn from a
hat. Not even Samuel L.
Jackson, here also as an

This film has all the hilarity of a buddy movie where the two characters have no
chemistry. and hate each other

executive producer, can put a
sheen on this film. With no
quotable lines of dialogue, no

clever editing or direction,
this is a mediocre production
that really does want to be

drowned by the publicity
given to Harry Potter. (no
stars, or whatever)

•

Video/DVD reviews
By Dermot Keyes

Shrek
One of the year's biggest
hits and a massive unit
shifter in the DVD chart
since its release, Shrek
marks another triumph for
Dreamwork in the highly
competitive animation
market.
With the inaugural
Academy Award for best
animated feature up for
grabs come next March, it's
likely that Shrek will be
battle it out with new release
Monsters lnc for the coveted
statuette.
Featuring the voices of
Mike Myers, Cameron Diaz,
Eddie Murphy and John
Lithgow, Shrek offers a twist
on the Beauty and the Beast
story as the eponymous ogre
and the beautiful Princess
Fiona (eventually) fall in
love.
Shrek befriends Donkey,
voiced brilliantly by Eddie
Murphy and together our
heroes set off on an
adventure to rescue Princess
Fiona (Diaz) from the
clutches of a fire breathing
dragon and into the clutches
of the diminutive villain,
Lord Farquaad (Lithgow).
Alas, such tories are never
so straightforward as Shrek
overcomes his Silas
Marinerisms to befriend
Donkey and fall in love with
a woman he feels is well
beyond his big green mits.
But little does he know!

Shrek (left) one of the year's biggest hits and (right) Pearl Harbour. we all know the gist of this movie

Featuring cameo roles from
some of the most famous
fairy tale characters of all,
such as the three blind mice,
the gingerbread man
(hilariously tortured by
Farquaad) as well as Snow
White and the Seven
Dwarfs, Shrek is a delight
from start to finish. From a
cinematic summer that was
virtually empty of anything
remotely inspiring, Shrek
emerged as the best movie
by a country mile and is sure
to prove a stocking filler for
kids and kids at heart this
Christmas.
The DVD features a
'making of documentary as
well as interviews with the
movie' characters, featuring
Fiona speaking of her
admiration for the stunt work
on 'Charlie's Angels,' which
inspired some of her own

high octane action sequences
during the movie. With the
usual mix of trailer as well
as a humourous music video
included, 'Shrek' is an
excellent package, which
makes a worthy inclusion in
anyone's DVD library.

Series Seven: The
Contenders
This movie opened to
wide acclaim in the United
States earlier this year and
after sitting through this
drivel one can only ask how
on earth that happened.
The concept of the movie
involves a group of people in
a small average American
town who are picked at
random through a national
lottery to compete in a game
show called The Contenders.
Once picked, contestants

have to compete in the show
and obtain as many firearms
as possible in order to
protect one's self from the
other contenders. The major
drawback to the show is that
you have to kill everybody
else in order to become
champion so as to progress
to the next series and claim
the cash prize.
The movie was shot as if
it was a tv show, adding that
reality dimension to
proceedings.
If only a good plot and
non-vomit inducing dialogue
had been added, it may not
have been as painful a
viewing experience as it
was. The DVD extras? I
was so drained and nonplussed by the end of this
movie I didn't even check
any features out. Avoid like
an envelope marked anthrax.

Pearl Harbor
We all know the gist of
this movie. Boy (Ben
Affleck) meets girl (Kate
Beckinsale), they fall in
love, boy goes to England to
fight in Battle of Britain, girl
is heart broken for all of 10
minutes.
Girl meets boy's best
friend (Josh Hartnett) and
hey what do you know they
too fall in love.
Boy in England is declared
dead after a dogfight over
the white cliffs of Dover
with the bloody
jerrieslkrautslhuns. Plot twist
number one: Boy feared
dead arrives home, much to
shock of girl and boy's be t
friend. After drunken brawl
between boy and his best
friend, they eventually get
over it and decide that

defeating na ty Germany and
Japan is more important than
a greasy fumble in an air trip
hangar. Plot twist number
two: two US pilots, namely
boy and hi best friend, fight
off the entire Japanese Air
Force following the attack
on Pearl Harbor. Both
survive, only to embark on a
highly dangerous revenge
mission in Japan.
Ala , one of the boys bites
the bullet during the mission,
leaving the survivor to fall
into the arms of girl. For
tho e of you who have not
seen this movie (since I've
pretty much divulged the
plot), 1 will exclude the
identity of the boy that met
his maker. Directed by
Michael Bay, this isn't the
worst blockbuster ever
made, nor is it anywhere
near as good as the aircraftcarrying hype that preceded
its summer launch would
have led us to believe. The
attack on Pearl Harbor is
excellently shot and superbly
recreated by ILM, but this
movie is proof that even
great action sequences
cannot always compensate
for wooden dialogue. Rather
like Titanic, an opportunity
to make a definitive account
of a great turning point in
20th century history wa lost
by its makers.

* Why are cook in
American war movies
always black? Just a point to
ponder on should readers
find themselves with nothing
else to ponder on.
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Club round up
By Miguel Delaney
DIT Hurling
The Senior Team got revenge for
last season's Fitzgibbon Cup defeat
this month as they beat NUl
Maynooth in the League. After
leading by two points at half-time,
two early second half goals from
Coen and Short put DIT into a
commanding position. The defence
then managed to hold out against
intense NUIM pressure to win 3-7
to 1-12. NUIM beat DIT 0-18 to 16 in the Cup last season. Despite the
boost to morale the result gave the
team, they were unable to repeat the
performance against DCU and lost
disappointingly to the Glasnevinbased side. The side must now
overcome such complacency in
their preparation for the coming
Fitzgibbon Cup games that begin
after Christmas.
The Freshers' team had a good
win over Carlow at St. CIaire's and
were to host a strong Waterford IT
side on Monday December 3, but
the result was unknown at the time
of going to press.

Football
The men's senior team completed
its programme of league fixtures
this month, with good performances
against DCU, Maynooth and UCD
demonstrating that Joe Moran's
side is coming together. John
Brogan, John Kenny, Mark Gahan
and Shane McKeague have all
looked particularly impressive and
with the Sigerson Cup campaign

rf
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beginning just before Christmas
they are coming into form at just
the right time. A favourable draw in
the Cup could yet see them qualify
for the play-offs. The Inter Team
just failed to qualify for the semifinals of their Leinster Higher
Education Colleges Blitz going
down narrowly to Trinity in Santry
Avenue.
The Freshers' team had similar
luck this month as a defeat to
Queens means they now need a win
against Jordanstown to make the
play-offs. After a promising victory
away to Dundalk, the side went to
Belfast full of confidence and was
leading going into the final stages of
the second half. A spell of pressure
from Queens however put the
Belfast team ahead. Needing a goal
to win, DIT's Declan O'Mahony
broke through in the final minute
only to put his shot over the bar and
give Queens a 1-9 to 0-11 victory.
The team will now play
Jordanstown on December 10th.
The
Ladies
Football
team
meanwhile, having lost several key
players from the previous year's
team, and having dropped down a
division, are working hard under
new coach Kieran O'Reilly and
Chairperson Suzanne Ledwith to
improve their performances. The
team performed well in the All
Ireland Seven-a-side but ultimately
failed to make it into the finals. In
the League, the side lost to Carlow
while the final game against
Athlone was called off due to an
unplayable pitch at Whitehall.

Anybody interested in DIT GAA
can
contact
DIT's
GAA
Development
Officer
at
0862245508.

Aungier Street Hockey
A great month for the side as their
successful run continued with
victory inthe plate(and the pub quiz
later on) at the Iveagh Grounds in
Crumlin.
After
defeating
neighbouring Kevin Street in the
semi-finals they beat Carlow IT in
the final. The team would like to
thank Simon Clarke for his hard
work on their behalf.
DIT Soccer
Trials for the ColIingwood Cup
are due to take place on 12th
December at the Royal College of
Surgeons and anyone interested
should contact their Sports Officer.
The competition is due to start after
Christmas. Meanwhile the Aungier
Street side had a bad month, losing
3-2 to the Garda College and 4-0 to
Tallaght IT (see match report).
Shotokan Karate
Anybody interested should e-mail
club captain Andrew Farrell at
dicshotokan@yahoo.co.uk, while
the
club's
website
address
ishttp://clubsoc.dit.ielkarate/. The
club trains at Kevin Street
Gymthree times a week:
Monday 6:30 to 8:00
Wednesday 2:00 to 3:00
Thursday 5:00 to 6:30

Karting Club back
in action
IRELAND'S largest college club
is back albeit under a new alias.
This year Bob Coggins, Brian
Sinnott, and Ken Gallagher are at
the helm of DIT Karting. The
club is trying to bring karting to
as many students as possible as
well as bringing together a team
capable of winning the AllIreland Intervarsity for a record
fourth time in a row.
The year started well with 1,000
students signed up to the club, all
eager to impress with their
driving skills.
The following day saw the
Karting Club get into gear at the
sports day when 125 brave souls
came out in the deteriorating
weather to get the experience of
karting at first hand at Kartcity
in Santry.
A range of people showed up
from the semi-professionals to
those who couldn't figure out
which pedal made you go and
which pedal made you stop!
Over the following weeks
everyone did get their chance to
pretend
to
be
Michael
Schumacher as 260 karters took
part in nine Grands Prix in
Kartcity from the five main DIT
campuses.
From these races, drivers were
selected compete in the DIT
championship
in
Edgeworthstown earlier this
month. Victory went to John

Mulligan, who fought off a stern
challenge from a competitive
field. Other highlights of the day
included Noel Renehan's high
speed collision into a tyre wall
while attempting to 'Schumacher'
another driver off the track.
While a certain college
newspaper editor bogged his
motor in the damp Longford turf
while under no considerable
pressure (It wasn't me, it was the
kart! - Ed).
So what does the future hold for
the DIT Karting Club? In the
New Year more Grands Prix will
be run from each of the campuses
and a Leinster championship will
also take place.
Each of these will be used to
help pick the overall DIT teams
that will compete in the AllIrelands in March.

If you wish to submit
articles for the sports
section, you can email Sports Editor
Miguel Delaney at
ditsport@hotmail.com.
He d be more than
happy to hear from
you!
I
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Wishing all D.I.T. Students a
Happy Christmas and a Successful New Year
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andball C ub1s
success continues

Whistle
Blowers

OECEMBER has arrived and yes, its time for
another review of the sporting year. But for
once, we can look back and be proud of
Irish sport as 2001 saw many great
performances.
Starting with GAA, 2001 saw Galway
missing out on the senior All-Ireland double.
Nicky English's Tipperary saw off Noel Lane's
charges by three points in the Hurling Final
while the footballers, under the tenure of
John O'Mahony remedied that a fortnight
later with a comprehensive nine point
victory over Meath. The Championship
ended and international hostilites resumed
with Ireland avenging their 2000
International Rules hammering, beating
Australia 59-53 and 72·52 to claim the
Series.
Padraig Gaffney of DIT Handball Club pictured
receiving his Club Official of the Year award from
RTE's Tracy Piggott and DIT President Brendan
Goldsmith.

THE year drawing to its end was
one of the most successful years
yet for DIT Handball Club. An
amazing haul of awards at the
DIT sports night was only
superseded by a victorious trip to
America along with wins in the
Dublin
Leagues
and
Intervarsities
competitions.
Indeed, no one would deny that
DIT currently boasts the
strongest college handball club
in Ireland.
The omens for the new
campaign were good from the
onset for the team, beginning
with victories in the Dublin
Leagues. Coaching nights in
UCD paid dividends as a large
number of beginners put in
superb performances at the
Intervarsity Championships in
Galway and the World Collegiate
Championships in Minnesota.
New talent, coupled with the
more experienced players in the
club helped the club to finish an
excellent sixth overall in the

DIT Handball Club pictured celebrating their successes at the
DIT Awards Night last April.

world. Claiming the overall
Intervarsity title was further
proof of the club's high
standards.
The sports night rewarded the
year's triumphs with almost half
of the awards being presented to
the club or its members. Padraig
Gaffney picked up a welldeserved award for Club Official
of the Year, while Dessie Keegan
won an award as one of the
Institute's Players of the Year.
There was also the minor
presentation for Club of the Year
to the already bulging trophy
cabinet. This year the club has
started on a similarly successful
vein with Mark McGowan
winning the first tournament of
the year in the UCD Blitz.
Fellow club members also
finished higWy with the doubles
winners, doubles runners-up and
the B singles runners up all from
DIT.
A hugely successful race night
was held on Monday November

19th by the club in Bodkins Pub
on Bolton Street. The auctioned
face was interesting to say the
least when the fmal horse sold
reached a staggering £40, with
the £30 'lovely ladies' prize won
by the ravishing Fiona Healy.
Further fundraising will be
taking place throughout the year
with a quiz night and a sponsored
cycle just two of the proposed
events for the coming months.
Clubs and Societies Day saw
an unprecedented number of
people joining the club and DIT
Sportsday in ALSAA proved a
great success. Anyone who
missed out on either of these
days and would still like to play
should watch out for posters on
their campus or contact any of
the club officials. With training
times organised for Monday
nights in Croke Park, court time
booked for Tuesdays in St
Kevin's and with times being
arranged
for
training
in
Goatstown, there is no reason not

to go. Ladies training recently
commenced on a weekly basis
each Wednesday starting at 5.30
p.m. along with coaching for
beginners. DIT Handball is
planning another trip to America
this year with Texas providing
the venue. Closer to home, the
Intervarsity Championship will
be hosted by IT Tralee, so
another busy schedule is already
on the horizon. Success breeds
success and given the year that
has just passed, much is expected
from DIT's Club of the Year
during 2002.
*The Club's committee wishes
to express a special word of
thanks must to all those who
sponsored them during the year,
without whom they would never
have reached Galway or the
USA. The Bank of Ireland,
Discount Electrical Mountjoy
Square and The Irish Times all
contributed much needed money
and deserve praise for bravely
supporting the college team.

Tallaght laugh in the face of Aungier
DIT Aungier Street
IT Tallaght

0
4

out, after the Italian 'Bosman'
signing Roberto, unhinged the
Tallaght defence with a superb
pass. Redmond, Aungier Street's
By Andrew Rea
captain, led by example with a
and Kieran Dineen
towering header followed by a
DIT Aungier Street was Stuart Pearse-like growl but his
comprehensively beaten by IT efforts were in vain. Aungier St
Tallaght in their recent meeting threatened again but the ball was
on a blustery day in Terenure in blared wide by the fired-up
late November. The inclement Redmond.
conditions hindered the quality of
After Aungier St's purple patch
play on both sides but didn't the rest of the half belonged to
prevent the opposition running the Tallaght boys with a couple of
out as deserved winners.
half chances falling to their front
IT Tallaght took an early lead two. Tallaght started the second
after a cross from the left by half like a team possessed after a
nippy
winger
Bernard rousing team-talk by manager
Birmingham was emphatically. Mark Kenny. After a desperate
headed home by striker Mark goal line clearance, Bermingham
Duffy. This set the tone for the again proved a menace with a
rest of the match with Tallaght teasing cross that was nearly
enjoying a majority of the goal finished by Ian Wallace. Tallaght
scoring opportunities. Darragh doubled their lead through a
Kilhea came close with a 2a-yard penalty after sloppy play by Anto
volley early on and Wallace Doyle in midfield let their city
should have scored after being rivals into the Aungier Street 18put clean through by Tom Kenny. yard box, where he was hacked
Wall ace crashed the
Aungier St's best opportunity down.
fell to Ciaran Redmond, who penalty home via the inside of an
forced the keeper to parry the ball upright to leave ITT in command.

Tallaght went three up after a
loose ball was collected by Conor
O'Sullivan who despatched the
ball home in style beyond the
clutches of Darragh Walsh.
O'Sullivan had a commanding
second half performance and,
along with Berrningham, proved
instrumental in Tallaght's win.
Aungier St's best opportunities of
the second half came via two
Anto Doyle free kicks but the
Tallaght defence proved up to the
task on each occasion. Roberto
again showed off his continental
flair and silky skill with a
sublime back-heel on the
toucWine but it failed to spark a
revival. Glenn Dalton should
have scored for Aungier St when
left one on one with goalkeeper
Ben Mongey, but he lost all his
composure and ballooned the ball
into Terenure Village. Dalton's
aerial presence, brilliant touch
and physical appearance was
eerily reminiscent of a young
Niall Quinn. IT Tallaght killed
off an already dejected side when
substitute Ian Kennedy cored a
well-worked goal in the closing
stages.

Tallaght joint manager Mark
Kenny said after the match that it
was a "good win under difficult
conditions" and that despite the
score line said that Aungier St
had a useful side. Aungier St's
Johnny O'Connell felt the DIT
side had been unlucky on the day
and was confident that they
would bounce back in their next
match.
Teams: DIT Aungier Street.
Darragh Walsh, "isln Harvey,
Rod Shephard, Stephen Levins,
Alan Ramsey, Johnny O'Connell,
Anto Doyle, Glenn Dalton,
Ciaran Redmond, Richie Collins,
Roberto. Sub: Mark Ward
IT Tallaght: Ben Mongey, Paul
Reilly, L. Kelly, Tom Kenny,
Ross Neville, Kieran Craigh,
Darragh Kilhea, Conor 0'
Sullivan, Mark Duffy, Ian
Wallace, Bemard Bermingham.
Subs: Ian Kennedy, Dave Kelly,
Mark
Kavanagh,
Brian
McGreal.Andrew Rea and Kieran
Dineen
Man of the match: Bernard
Bermingham - a fine display
from the pacy Tallaght winger.

Closer to home, Lansdowne Road
meanwhile hosted one of Irish rugby'S most
memorable matches as a Keith Wood
inspired Ireland ground out a superb 20-14
win over England, preventing the visitors
the Grand Slam. Ireland's own hopes of
winning their first championship in 16 years
were unfortunately ended by the
disappointing 32·10 reverse to Scotland. The
year was ultimately overshadowed by
Warren Gatland's controversial resignation
due to the collapse of contract negotiations.
with Eddie O'Sullivan taking over from the
New Zealander.
Back in July. the British and Irish Lions lost
the Tour to Australia. with Matt Burke's
successful penalties in the final minutes of
the third test ensuring defeat. From an Irish
perspective. consolation could be taken
from the spirited performances of Brian
O'Orlscoll and Kelth Wood.
In snooker. Ronnle O'Sullivan finally
secured the World Championship beating
World number one John HIggins 18-14 In
the final. Our own Ken Doherty was
knocked out by Higgins in the quarter-finals
with the SCot winning 13-6. Otherwise it was
a fine year for the Ranelagh man, winning
back-to-back titles in Wales and Thailand
and leading Ireland to the Nations Cup
Final.
After seven second-place finishes on the
European Tour, PadraigHarrington finally
broke his duck with victory in the Volvo
Masters at Montecastillo In November. A
sensational 25-yard putt on the final green
gave him a 12 under par finish. edging out
fellow Irishman P!WI McGinley. The victory
put Harrington second in the European
Order of Merit. with only US Open
Champion Retlef Goosen bettering his
seasonal effort. Overall it was a fine year for
Irish golf with 12 top 10 finishes and three
victorles on the Tour; Des Smyth winning the
Madeira Island Open. Darren aarke securing
the European Open and Paul McGlnley
taking the Wales Open.
Wimbledon saw an emotional Goran
Ivanisevic beating Pat Rafter in oneof the
most thrilling Men's finals of all time while
Venus WiHlamsretained the Women's
Singles. powerlng her way to victory against
Justine Henin. In Boxing meanwhile, an iIIprepared Lennox Lewis lost his world
heavyweight title in April to Hasim Rahman.
only to win it back last month in a
convincing four round victory.

And finally soccer. what a year! Mick
McCarthy delivered World Cupqualification.
splitting Portugal and Holland, with the 1-0
victory over the Dutch surely one of Ireland's
greatest ever results. Despite an Incredible
24 points we stili had to endure the torture
of a play-off against Iran. A determined
defensive performance in Tehran however
finally buried the ghosts of play-offs past.
Manchester United strolled to a third
successive League title. only to flounder in
Winter, while Gerard Houillier masterminded
Liverpool's return to the top as they secured
the Worthington Cup, FA CuP. UEFA Cup
and Champions' League Qualification. Roddy
Collins' Bohs stunned Irish soccer by winning
the double while Martin O'Nelllled Celtic to
the Treble.2001 truly was one of the
greatest sporting years In a long time.let's
hope that 2002 will prove every bit as
exhilarating. emotional and edge of the seat
worthy.

